
 
NOTICE OF A REGULAR MEETING 

THE BRENHAM CITY COUNCIL 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2015 AT 1:00 P.M. 

SECOND FLOOR CITY HALL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

200 W. VULCAN 
BRENHAM, TEXAS 

 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
 
2. Invocation and Pledges to the US and Texas Flags – City Attorney Cary Bovey 
 
3. Service Recognitions 

 Darlene Konieczny, Purchasing Department  30 Years 
 
4. Citizens Comments 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
5. Statutory Consent Agenda 

The Statutory Consent Agenda includes non-controversial and routine items that Council may act on with 
one single vote.  A councilmember may pull any item from the Consent Agenda in order that the Council 
discuss and act upon it individually as part of the Regular Agenda. 

5-a. Ordinance No. O-15-004 on Its Second Reading Abandoning and Closing a 
Portion of City Right-of-Way and Authorizing the Sale of Approximately 
0.045 Acres Abutting the Property Located at 2211 Old Chappell Hill Road 

               Pages 1 - 3 
 
WORK SESSION 
 
6. Discussion and Presentation Regarding the Brenham Municipal Airport Including 

an Update on Current Capital Project(s) and Possible Future Airport 
Improvements Such as Constructing Additional T-Hangars, Runway 
Improvements, Hangar and Access Taxiway Improvements, Hangar Homes, 
Entrance Road Improvements, Existing and Proposed Water and Sewer System 
Improvements, and Matters Related to the Foregoing   Pages 4 - 8 

  



PUBLIC HEARING 
 
7. Public Hearing Considering an Amendment of Appendix A – “Zoning” of the Code 

of Ordinances of the City of Brenham Granting a Specific Use Permit to Allow for 
Carpentry/Upholstering Related to Furniture Manufacturing on a Site in a 
Business/Residential Mixed Use (B1) Zoning District and Being Located on 
Approximately 1.238 Acres, being a Part of Tract 70 in the Arrabella Harrington 
Survey of the City of Brenham, Washington County, Texas (Said Property Located 
at 1000 E. Blue Bell Road)       Pages 9 - 20 

 
8. Public Hearing Considering Amendments to Ordinance No. O-12-020, Section 1, to 

Revise Certain Regulations Applicable to the Ralston Creek Estates Planned 
Development District            Page 21 

 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
9. Discuss and Possibly Act Upon an Ordinance on Its First Reading Granting a 

Specific Use Permit to New Beginnings Life Ministries for Carpentry/Upholstering 
Related to Furniture Manufacturing on a Site in a Business/Residential Mixed Use 
(B1) Zoning District and Being Located on Approximately 1.238 Acres, being a Part 
of Tract 70 in the Arrabella-Harrington Survey of the City of Brenham, 
Washington County, Texas (Said Property Located at 1000 E. Blue Bell Road) 

           Pages 22 - 25 
 
10. Discuss and Possibly Act Upon an Ordinance on Its First Reading Amending 

Ordinance No. O-12-020, Section 1, to Revise Certain Regulations Applicable to the 
Ralston Creek Estates Planned Development District   Pages 26 - 32 

 
11. Discuss and Possibly Act Upon a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement Between the 

City of Brenham and the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) for Cooperative 
Purchasing Services and Authorize the Mayor to Execute Any Necessary 
Documentation        Pages 33 - 35 

 
12. Discuss and Possibly Act Upon the Purchase of a 2016 International 4300 Truck 

with a 4x2 Altec for the City of Brenham’s Electric Department from the National 
Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) Cooperative and Authorize the Mayor to Execute 
Any Necessary Documentation      Pages 36 - 49 

 
13. Discuss and Possibly Act Upon an Ordinance on Its First Reading Ordering a 

Special Election on May 9, 2015 for the Purpose of Submitting to the Qualified 
Voters of Brenham Certain Proposed Amendments to the Existing Charter of the 
City of Brenham, Texas             Pages 50 - 100 

 
  



14. Administrative/Elected Officials Report 
 
Administrative/Elected Officials Reports:  Reports from City Officials or City staff regarding items of community interest, 
including expression of thanks, congratulations or condolences; information regarding holiday schedules; honorary or salutary 
recognitions of public officials, public employees or other citizens; reminders about upcoming events organized or sponsored by 
the City; information regarding social, ceremonial, or community events organized or sponsored by a non-City entity that is 
scheduled to be attended by City officials or employees; and announcements involving imminent threats to the public health and 
safety of people in the City that have arisen after the posting of the agenda. 

 
 
Adjourn 
 
 
Executive Sessions: The City Council for the City of Brenham reserves the right to convene into executive session at any time 
during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed, as authorized by Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, 
including but not limited to §551.071 – Consultation with Attorney, §551.072 – Real Property, §551.073 – Prospective Gifts, 
§551.074 - Personnel Matters, §551.076 – Security Devices, §551.086 -  Utility Competitive Matters, and §551.087 – Economic 
Development Negotiations. 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I certify that a copy of the February 5, 2015 agenda of items to be considered by the City of Brenham City 
Council was posted to the City Hall bulletin board at 200 W. Vulcan, Brenham, Texas on February 2, 
2015 at 12:30 PM. 
 
 
Jeana Bellinger, TRMC 
City Secretary 
 
 
 
Disability Access Statement:  This meeting is wheelchair accessible.  The accessible entrance is located at the 
Vulcan Street entrance to the City Administration Building.  Accessible parking spaces are located adjoining the 
entrance.  Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request (interpreters for the deaf must be requested twenty-
four (24) hours before the meeting) by calling (979) 337-7567 for assistance. 
 
 
 
 
I certify that the attached notice and agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the City Hall bulletin board on the ________ day of ___________________, 2015 at __________ AM PM. 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Signature Title 



ORDINANCE NO.  O-15-004 
 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ABANDONMENT OF A 
PORTION OF CITY OF BRENHAM RIGHT-OF-WAY ADJACENT TO 
THE CITY COLLECTION STATION PROPERTY 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Brenham owns certain right-of-way adjacent to the City’s 
Collection Station property, Texas; and 

 
WHEREAS, said right-of-way is unimproved and not used for public street purposes; 

and 
 

WHEREAS, the adjoining property owners have requested the abandonment and closing 
of an approximate 0.045 acre portion of said right-of-way as shown in Exhibit “A” attached 
hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes pertinent; and 
 

WHEREAS, the abandonment and closing of said 0.045 acre portion of said right-of-
way will not create an undue burden on traffic; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Brenham has no need or use for the 0.045 acre portion of said 
right-of-way as shown on Exhibit “A”; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Brenham desires to abandon and close the 
0.045 acre portion of said right-of-way as shown on Exhibit “A” as a public thoroughfare, and 
sale and convey said 0.045 acre portion of said right-of-way to the adjoining property owner(s). 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Brenham, 
Texas: 
 
 

SECTION I. 
 

That the 0.045 acre portion of the City right-of-way as shown on the attached Exhibit “A” 
is hereby abandoned and closed as a public thoroughfare. 

 
 

SECTION II. 
 

That the 0.045 acre right-of-way is currently unimproved and any existing and/or future 
maintenance by the City of Brenham will cease.  
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SECTION III. 

 
That the Mayor of the City of Brenham is hereby authorized to execute any documents 

necessary for the sale and conveyance of the 0.045 acre portion of said right-of-way as shown on 
the attached Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein for all purposes pertinent, to the adjoining 
property owner(s).   
 

SECTION IV. 
 

This Ordinance shall take full force and effect from and after its passage and approval on 
second reading and publication as may be required by the Charter of the City of Brenham. 
 
 
 
 

PASSED and APPROVED on its first reading this the _____ day of _________, 2015 
 

PASSED and APPROVED on its second reading this the _____ day of _________, 
2015. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Milton Y. Tate, Jr. 
       Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:        
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Jeana Bellinger, TRMC 
City Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM 6 

 
DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN: Administration 

DATE SUBMITTED: February 2, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Grant Lischka 

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
   REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION                         REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION: Discussion and Presentation Regarding the Brenham Municipal Airport 
Including an Update on Current Capital Project(s) and Possible Future Airport Improvements Such as 
Constructing Additional T-Hangars, Runway Improvements, Hangar and Access Taxiway Improvements, Hangar 
Homes, Entrance Road Improvements, Existing and Proposed Water and Sewer System Improvements, and 
Matters Related to the Foregoing 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: Staff has identified several airport improvement projects that it would like to 
pursue.  In the past, the City has utilized non primary entitlement (NPE) funds from the FAA and funds from 
TxDOT Aviation’s capital improvement projects (CIP) fund.  The funds provide 90% of the funding with the City 
providing the remaining 10% funding.  The current CIP project at the airport, which included the construction of a 
new t-hangar and hangar access taxiways, was funded in this manner.  After discussions with our fixed base 
operator and our airport engineer, staff believes the most important project at this time is an asphalt overlay of the 
existing runway.  The airport is currently seeing more large planes and an overlay would strengthen runway and 
lessen the chance of damage to the runway during landing operations. 
 
Additional projects staff has looked at include runway widening, lengthening and lighting improvements, hangar 
access taxiway to currently undeveloped areas of the airport, construction of an additional t-hangar building, ramp 
expansion, entrance road improvements and relocation and water and sewer system improvements.   
 
Another item that has been requested recently is the allowance of “hangar homes”.  These hangars would serve as 
permanent residences as well as hangars.  As of now, hangar homes have not been allowed at the airport.  In the 
past the City has planned on selling hangar home lots on the tract north of the airport, however; this location is far 
from any other infrastructure and would be cost prohibitive at this time.  Staff has located other areas that are 
closer to existing infrastructure that may be suitable for the hangar homes.  Exhibits are attached. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 

A. PROS:   

B. CONS:  
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ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference): N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: (1) North Box Hangar Development Map; (2) Map 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable): N/A 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Discussion only  
 
APPROVALS: Terry K. Roberts 
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AGENDA ITEM 7 

 
DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN: Development Services 

DATE SUBMITTED: February 2, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Erik Smith  

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
   REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION                         REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION: Public Hearing Considering an Amendment of Appendix A – “Zoning” of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Brenham Granting a Specific Use Permit to Allow for 
Carpentry/Upholstering Related to Furniture Manufacturing on a Site in a Business/Residential Mixed Use (B1) 
Zoning District and Being Located on Approximately 1.238 Acres, being a Part of Tract 70 in the Arrabella 
Harrington Survey of the City of Brenham, Washington County, Texas (Said Property Located at 1000 E. Blue 
Bell Road) 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: New Beginnings Life Ministries has a tenant, Red Fern Woodwork and 
Renovations, that is interested in starting a new business that is not allowed by right within the 
Business/Residential Mixed Use (B1).  The proposed use would require a specific use permit for the tenant to 
operate.  The business will provide services including assembling custom cabinets, furniture and other wood 
products.  The tenant will use tools and equipment to cut, trim, and alter materials and parts for assembling.   
 
The ordinance for the B1 district allows “Upholstering shops, not involving furniture manufacturing”. 
 
The proposed specific use permit would be classified as “Carpentry/Upholstering related to furniture 
manufacturing”. 
 
Staff has notified all of the property owners within 200 feet as required by ordinance.  Staff has not received any 
concern from any of the property owners that were notified.  Staff has also received multiple letters from 
neighboring property owners (included in packet) that state they are not opposed to the use.   
 
Staff’s main concern with the proposed use is noise created from this type of use.  Staff would also like to point 
out if Council does recommend approval there is a noise ordinance and performance standards ordinance that 
would allow the City to address noise concerns in the event noise complaints are received.   
 
STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 

A. PROS:  New business.  Occupying tenant space.   

B. CONS:  Possible noise nuisance.  Use not allowed by right. 
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ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference): N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: (1) Application; (2) Aerial of site; (3) Sound test letter; (4) Letter from property owner 
describing the use; and (5) Letters from neighboring property owners 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable): N/A 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: None – Public Hearing only. 
 
APPROVALS: Terry K. Roberts 
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For office use only

APPLICATION NO, __

MEETING DATE: __

DATE SUBMITTED: __

CITY OF BRENHAM

GENERAL APPLICATION

Type of Application

Variance from Appendix A: Zoning D
D
D
D

Plan Review~

D
D

Zone Change

Specific Use Permit

Preliminary Plat

Variance from Chapter 21: Signs

Final PlatjReplatjAmending Plat

Other: --------

Property Owners Information

Ljf=£ VV\'\ ~ t ~:ruit~~
Principal Officers (If Corporation) President 'IS t"<-L-l- B{l.DO\~...r
Secretary __ ~-=-....!H,,-,-'-,-A-~·.:-".fL--=:o:::..!.~-=,------=-R_·· _t_'b---=~:...o.'=· ::.....::::·~:....=...tfS---=~'----'-- _

Address \ 0 \ 6 ~ k ~L.-u.€.- A~t-L- '\ZD} =g (l,f~l-A-k"'- Iry
Telephone Numbert!l"~) gZ./3 -b ..S"z.-CO E-mail Address 'K\,M So3&'(§? 'f AlAoa.CIStv\,

C~ L..l- -- \> (U)PE. fL14 \IV-- 6.-ft. ...

-c

NE-w 1St-.bl ~bJl"-.)G-~Name

Applicant Information

Name 'RE:'"O Fe-RN WQObWO(L\.<- ~ R~ND~f.\--r\~
Address '000 E:~6l-lA.e (,)€.L-L.- 12.12.
Telephone Number joe,S) S51-Z~<f<£ E-mail Address :J6fYR-£,,{t:> ~u.(L\('HA:t-"t'C§:'f A(-\OO.C.~

'-~ 5EKF -gLi~"-H A;(L,,(,

Agent or Engineer Information

Name "D~ L-~ l c~ l<-E:,...---rtG- . 13o~J)..\::>M~M~~'i:.t1.-~.e,l-.VV\.. Po..oP.VV\.6.n;)
Address -p~0; BuK soB ~£L"\.....~ \L~(...fC. ,-r~ '7'7l.f (~,
Telephone Number \t\'3)f~~ -bS-z.-,K E-mail Address RO'Y\J\ tQ()3&@,:. "( A~D~, ~
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r,

Location of Property

Street Address: 'ceo E. B\lU. beJ \ ~
Le~al Description (attach metes and bounds description if .Dot subdivided): .., 4-7(0 Ac (LIZ.S
A-. HPrIlILl ~ &-r-6'A.. ~'l 11-\.3&;:,-t. A ~1'"fl..;-t:t- !;:.5 .J --r1lA. or -, 0 ) c-:~

Subdivision: I Block(s): Lot(s): _
Wf~P, ~ \<. ILt·~Bz...

Zoning Information

Existing Zoning : ·B='_-~1.. _
Proposed Zoning: _

Reasons for requesting zone change:* _

Variance Information

SEZ:C-. 3 vo:z,. ''PevQlAAt'rr~ LA(~~ ('iS~'.i)
Describe variance requested:* CPt)):); Nre...7tLA~ Co ~gT(LUC:ito~ ON~~·rTE.
Reasons for requesting variance:* --r~NA ~-r u....~E. 0 p '?a.-oe~{2.:c'1 j N etA..",o~S
LO OD'DwntLG t-J<"G:- ::(H-Ar APPIi-AA.s· ---ro -r{=:Ck""\.cA-U.-'1 N 0\

\3£ Pc "'Y£(LM \ rf£D \.ACE i'~ -g~-L 2:-o~E.."

Section of Code from which variance is described:*

Proposed Property Use

Describe in detail the proposed operation at this location::

~ E.. AnA c-Y€1> A:PP=-L---=--, c-=-"--,A::....' ~---,'-r,----_L-=f&--,'rt'--,'-",e:::.!.~-=-----=~:.....:..~_E---,t>,-F£-=" =-(L--,-N~0
·A0b ~{loP~~ DWl....l£;R'S; CD\\tSfL C--£.:r-rlifL-.

Construction Value $2-0 000
I

Site plans are required for variance, special use, and plan review requests; please see Ordinance No. 0-05-
007 for minimum site plan requirements. D~ ~~l-L-E- ~~ k-Pl=>lt~~£..·t::>l

_ i=t'lttlZo3S""
I, 1>€:- Lv.J ~II\. Q_f:,.~1'(G ,being the owner (or authorized agent) of the above described
property, do hereby certify the information set forth above is true and correct. I further request that the
Planning & Zoning Commission/Board of Adjustments/Plan Review Committee review this matter and take
appropriate action.
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AGENDA ITEM 8 

 
DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN: Development Services 

DATE SUBMITTED: February 2, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Erik Smith  

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
   REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION                         REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION: Public Hearing Considering Amendments to Ordinance No. O-12-020, 
Section 1, to Revise Certain Regulations Applicable to the Ralston Creek Estates Planned Development District 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: This is a request for an amendment to the Planned Development District (PDD) 
Ordinance for Ralston Creek Estates, Phase II.  The changes being recommended are: (1) clarification of front 
street building lines; and (2) building size requirements. 
 
This request does not add any square footage to the overall development.  The changes will result in there being 
an additional three (3) lots. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 
 

A. PROS:   
B. CONS: 

 
ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference): N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: None 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable): N/A 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: None-Public Hearing Only 
 
APPROVALS: Terry K. Roberts 
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AGENDA ITEM 9 

 
DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN: Development Services 

DATE SUBMITTED: February 2, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Erik Smith  

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
   REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION                         REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION:  Discuss and Possibly Act Upon an Ordinance on Its First Reading Granting 
a Specific Use Permit to New Beginnings Life Ministries for Carpentry/Upholstering Related to Furniture 
Manufacturing on a Site in a Business/Residential Mixed Use (B1) Zoning District and Being Located on 
Approximately 1.238 Acres, being a Part of Tract 70 in the Arrabella-Harrington Survey of the City of Brenham, 
Washington County, Texas (Said Property Located at 1000 E. Blue Bell Road)  
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: New Beginnings Life Ministries has a tenant, Red Fern Woodwork and 
Renovations, that is interested in starting a new business that is not allowed by right within the 
Business/Residential Mixed Use (B1).  The proposed use would require a specific use permit for the tenant to 
operate.  The business will provide services including assembling custom cabinets, furniture and other wood 
products.  The tenant will use tools and equipment to cut, trim, and alter materials and parts for assembling.   
 
The ordinance for the B1 district allows upholstering shops, not involving furniture manufacturing.  The proposed 
specific use permit would be classified as: Carpentry/Upholstering related to furniture manufacturing. 
 
Staff has notified all of the property owners within 200 feet as required by ordinance.  Staff has not received any 
concern from any of the property owners that were notified.  Staff has also received multiple letters from 
neighboring property owners (included in packet) that state they are not opposed to the use.   
 
Staff’s main concern with the proposed use is noise created from this type of use.  Staff would also like to point 
out if Council does recommend approval there is a noise ordinance and performance standards ordinance that 
would allow the City to address noise concerns in the event noise complaints are received.   
 
Staff will advise the Council of any recommendations from Planning & Zoning at the Council meeting. 
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STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 

A. PROS:  New business.  Occupying tenant space.   

B. CONS:  Possible noise nuisance.  Use not allowed by right. 
 
ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference): N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: (1) Draft of Ordinance 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable): N/A 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve an Ordinance on its first reading granting a Specific Use Permit to New 
Beginnings Life Ministries for carpentry/upholstering related to furniture manufacturing on a site in a 
Business/Residential Mixed Use (B1) Zoning District and being located on approximately 1.238 acres, being a 
part of Tract 70 in the Arrabella-Harrington Survey of the City of Brenham, Washington County, Texas (said 
property located at 1000 E. Blue Bell Road) 
 
APPROVALS: Terry K. Roberts 
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ORDINANCE NO.  _____________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX A - "ZONING" OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO GRANT A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT 
FOR CARPENTRY/UPHOLSTERING RELATED TO FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURING USES LOCATED WITHIN THE EXISTING 
BUILDING AT 1000 E. BLUE BELL ROAD AND SPECIFICALLY BEING 
LOCATED ON APPROXIMATELY 1.238 ACRES, BEING A PART OF 
TRACT 70 IN THE ARRABELLA HARRINGTON SURVEY OF THE CITY 
OF BRENHAM, WASHINGTON COUNTY, TEXAS. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Brenham has adopted Appendix A – “Zoning” of the City of 
Brenham Code of Ordinances, as amended, which divides the City of Brenham into various 
zoning districts;  
 
 WHEREAS, Appendix A – “Zoning” of the City of Brenham Code of Ordinance 
authorizes the City Council to grant specific use permits for specific uses within the various 
zoning districts; and 
  

WHEREAS, this amendment was recommended for approval by the Brenham Planning 
and Zoning Commission during its regular meeting on February 2nd, 2015; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF BRENHAM, 
TEXAS, THAT APPENDIX A - "ZONING" OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, AND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP BE AMENDED IN 
THE FOLLOWING MANNER: 
 

SECTION 1. That Appendix A - "Zoning" of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Brenham, Texas, and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Brenham is 
hereby amended to grant a specific use permit for Carpentry/Upholstering 
Related to Furniture Manufacturing uses located within the existing 
building at 1000 E. Blue Bell Road and specifically located on 
Approximately 1.238 Acres, being a Part of Tract 70 in the Arrabella 
Harrington Survey of the City of Brenham, Washington County, Texas. 

 
SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect as provided by the Charter of the City of 

Brenham, Texas. 
 
SECTION 3. The use of Carpentry/Upholstering Related to Furniture Manufacturing 

shall expire at the time the business is no longer in operation or if the 
tenant Red Fern Woodwork and Renovations is no longer the leasing 
tenant of the space.   
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PASSED and APPROVED on its first reading this the 5th day of February, 2015. 
 
PASSED and APPROVED on its second reading this the 19th day of February, 2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Milton Y. Tate, Jr. 
             Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Jeana Bellinger, TRMC 
City Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM 10 

 
DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN: Development Services 

DATE SUBMITTED: February 2, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Erik Smith  

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
   REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION                         REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION: Discuss and Possibly Act Upon an Ordinance on Its First Reading 
Amending Ordinance No. O-12-020, Section 1, to Revise Certain Regulations Applicable to the Ralston Creek 
Estates Planned Development 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: This is a request for an amendment to the Planned Development District (PDD) 
Ordinance for Ralston Creek Estates, Phase II.  The changes related to the front street building lines and building 
size requirements are shown on the attached redlined ordinance. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 
 

A. PROS:   
B. CONS: 

 
ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference): N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: (1) Redlined version of Ordinance No. O-12-020; and (2) Draft of new ordinance with 
changes. 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable): N/A 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve an Ordinance on its first reading amending Ordinance No. O-12-020, 
Section 1, to revise certain regulations applicable to the Ralston Creek Estates Planned Development 
 
APPROVALS: Terry K. Roberts 
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ORDINANCE O-12-020 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX A - "ZONING" OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO CHANGE PROPERTY CURRENTLY 
ZONED AS A RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO A 
COMBINATION OF A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD) DISTRICT AND 
LOCAL BUSINESS/RESIDENTIAL MIXED USE (B-1) DISTRICT, 
SPECIFICALLY BEING APPROXIMATELY 60.4 ACRES ON LAND 
GENERALLY BOUNDED BY EAST STONE STREET TO THE NORTH, 
SOUTH BLUE BELL ROAD TO THE EAST, AND GUN AND ROD ROAD 
TO THE SOUTH BEING ALL OR PORTIONS OF TRACT 191 OUT OF 
THE JAMES WALKER SURVEY IN BRENHAM, TEXAS. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Brenham has adopted Appendix A – “Zoning” of the City of 
Brenham Code of Ordinances, as amended, which divides the City of Brenham into various 
zoning districts; and  
  

WHEREAS, this amendment was recommended for approval by the Brenham Planning 
and Zoning Commission during its regular meeting on August 6, 2012February 2, 2015; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, 
THAT APPENDIX A - "ZONING" OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, AND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP BE AMENDED IN THE 
FOLLOWING MANNER: 
 
SECTION 1. That Appendix A - "Zoning" of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Brenham, 

Texas, and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Brenham is hereby amended to 
change property currently zoned as Planned Development (PD)Residential Single 
Family (R-1) District to amend text within the existingestablish a Planned 
Development (PD) District for single-family residential uses on approximately 
57.32 acres and generally bounded by East Stone Street to the north, South Blue 
Bell Road to the east and Gun and Rod Road to the south as well as request to 
change the zoning from a Residential Singe Family (R-1) District to a Local 
Business/Residential Mixed Use (B-1) District on Approximately 3.07 acres 
located at the southwest corner of East Stone Street and South Blue Bell Road 
with both parcels being a part of Tract 191 out of the James Walker Survey in 
Brenham, Texas in accordance with the master development plan shown on 
Exhibit A and specifically including the following regulations: 
 

1. Subdivision of land should conform to the master development plan 
shown in Exhibit A, including road layout and common area 
dedication; 
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2. Minimum lot widths are 55 feet at the front street building line or a 
minimum 55 feet as an average of the front street building line and 
rear property line; 

3. Minimum lot depths are 125 feetNo building shall be constructed on 
any lot of less than six thousand, eight hundred and seventy-five 
(6,875) square feet; 
 

4. Minimum side setbacks are 7.5 feet and measured from the slab with 
no more than a 2-foot overhang; 

 
5. Ralston Creek green space and perimeter landscaping are to be 

dedicated common areas owned and maintained by a homeowners 
association as shown on the master development plan; 

 
6. A minimum of 1,500 linear feet of all-weather trail shall be 

constructed in the Ralston Creek green space as depicted on the master 
development plan;  

 
7. A homeowners association shall be established with their governing 

documents approved by the City to ensure adequate maintenance of 
the common areas as shown on the master development plan;  

 
8. Unless otherwise listed above the property located within the Planned 

Development District shall conform to the regulations found in the 
Single-Family Residential zoning district of the zoning ordinance and 
subdivision ordinance;  

 
9. The property shown on the master development plan as commercial 

shall be zoned B-1 and all applicable regulations and ordinances of the 
B-1 zoning district shall apply; and 

 
10. All adopted building codes shall apply.   

 
SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect as provided by the Charter of the City of 

Brenham, Texas. 
 

PASSED and APPROVED on its first reading this the 30th day of August, 2012. 
 
PASSED and APPROVED on its second reading this the 6th day of September, 2012.  

 
      Milton Y. Tate, Jr. 
            Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
Jeana Bellinger, TRMC 
City Secretary 
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ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX A - "ZONING" OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO CHANGE PROPERTY CURRENTLY 
ZONED AS A RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO A 
COMBINATION OF A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD) DISTRICT AND 
LOCAL BUSINESS/RESIDENTIAL MIXED USE (B-1) DISTRICT, 
SPECIFICALLY BEING APPROXIMATELY 60.4 ACRES ON LAND 
GENERALLY BOUNDED BY EAST STONE STREET TO THE NORTH, 
SOUTH BLUE BELL ROAD TO THE EAST, AND GUN AND ROD ROAD 
TO THE SOUTH BEING ALL OR PORTIONS OF TRACT 191 OUT OF 
THE JAMES WALKER SURVEY IN BRENHAM, TEXAS. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Brenham has adopted Appendix A – “Zoning” of the City of 
Brenham Code of Ordinances, as amended, which divides the City of Brenham into various 
zoning districts; and  
  

WHEREAS, this amendment was recommended for approval by the Brenham Planning 
and Zoning Commission during its regular meeting on February 2, 2015; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, 
THAT APPENDIX A - "ZONING" OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, AND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP BE AMENDED IN THE 
FOLLOWING MANNER: 
 
SECTION 1. That Appendix A - "Zoning" of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Brenham, 

Texas, and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Brenham is hereby amended to 
change property currently zoned as Planned Development (PD) District to amend 
text within the existing Planned Development (PD) District for single-family 
residential uses on approximately 57.32 acres and generally bounded by East 
Stone Street to the north, South Blue Bell Road to the east and Gun and Rod Road 
to the south as well as request to change the zoning from a Residential Singe 
Family (R-1) District to a Local Business/Residential Mixed Use (B-1) District on 
Approximately 3.07 acres located at the southwest corner of East Stone Street and 
South Blue Bell Road with both parcels being a part of Tract 191 out of the James 
Walker Survey in Brenham, Texas in accordance with the master development 
plan shown on Exhibit A and specifically including the following regulations: 
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2. Minimum lot widths are 55 feet at the front street building line or a minimum 

55 feet as an average of the front street building line and rear property line; 
 
3. No building shall be constructed on any lot of less than Six Thousand Eight 

Hundred and Seventy Five (6,875) square feet; 
 
 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect as provided by the Charter of the City of 
Brenham, Texas. 

 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED on its first reading this the ______ day of 
_________________, 2015. 

 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED on its second reading this the _______ day of 

_________________, 2015. 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Milton Y. Tate, Jr. 
 Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Jeana Bellinger, TRMC 
City Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM 11 

 
DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN:  Purchasing Services 

DATE SUBMITTED: January 30, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  Sara Parker 

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
    REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION   REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION: Discuss and Possibly Act Upon a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement 
Between the City of Brenham and the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) for Cooperative Purchasing 
Services and Authorize the Mayor to Execute Any Necessary Documentation 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: Chapter 271 of the Texas Local Government Code allows municipalities to enter 
into interlocal agreements with cooperative purchasing associations such as NJPA.  The cooperative awards 
contracts for goods and services through a competitive bidding process which meets the standards of State of 
Texas purchasing statutes.  These contracts are made available to participating entities. 
 
The advantages of a cooperative contact are lower administrative costs, improved response from vendors, and the 
potential for lower costs through increased volume.  The City has the option on any individual purchase or project 
to utilize a cooperative contract or to pursue other qualifying means, including the full bid process.  Thus, the 
purchasing cooperative provides another tool to achieve best value for the City. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 

A. PROS:  

B. CONS:  
ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference):  
 
ATTACHMENTS: (1)  Joint Exercise of Powers (Interlocal) Agreement 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable):  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement between the City of Brenham 
and the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) for Cooperative Purchasing Services and authorize the Mayor to 
execute any necessary documentation. 
 
APPROVALS: Terry K. Roberts 
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AGENDA ITEM 12 

 
DATE OF MEETING: February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN:  Public Utilities 

DATE SUBMITTED: January 30, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  Lowell Ogle, Jr. 

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
   REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION    REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION: Discuss and Possibly Act Upon the Purchase of a 2016 International 4300 
Truck with a 4 x 2 Altec for the City of Brenham’s Electric Department from the National Joint Powers Alliance 
(NJPA) Cooperative and Authorize the Mayor to Execute Any Necessary Documentation. 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT: During the budget process Council approved the purchase of a new bucket truck.  
This truck will be used to maintain our electric distribution system.  This unit will replace a 1999 model that has 
begun to have many maintenance issues.  The old unit will be sold on GOVdeals. 
 
The unit was budgeted at $235,000 and is coming in at $187,715.31.  This unit will be purchased using the NJPA 
Cooperative Purchasing Process (see attached NJPA Contract #31014 pricing worksheet). 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 

A. PROS: Replace unreliable unit and increase efficiency. 

B. CONS:  
 
ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference):  
 
ATTACHMENTS: (1) Altec NJPA Contract #31014; and (2) Quote #268004-4 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable): Electric Fund 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve the purchase of a 2016 International 4300 Truck with a 4 x 2 Altec for 
the City of Brenham’s Electric Department from the National Joint Powers Alliance in the amount of $187,715.21 
and authorize the Mayor to execute any necessary documentation. 
 
APPROVALS: Terry K. Roberts 
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AGENDA ITEM 13 

 
DATE OF MEETING:  February 5, 2015 
 
DEPT. OF ORIGIN:  Administration 

DATE SUBMITTED:  February 2, 2015 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  Jeana Bellinger 

MEETING TYPE:                                      CLASSIFICATION:                                        ORDINANCE: 
 
    REGULAR   PUBLIC HEARING   1ST READING 
 
   SPECIAL   CONSENT   2ND READING 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION   REGULAR   RESOLUTION 
 
    WORK SESSION 
 
AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION:  Discuss and Possibly Act Upon an Ordinance on Its First Reading Ordering 
a Special Election on May 9, 2015 for the Purpose of Submitting to the  Qualified Voters of Brenham Certain 
Proposed Amendments to the Existing Charter of the City of Brenham, Texas 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT:  As discussed with you several times over the past year, we will be holding a 
Special Election in May to amend the City’s Charter.  There will be 23 propositions submitted to the voters for 
approval.  As required by the Texas Local Government Code, a charter amendment election must be ordered by 
ordinance.  The attached ordinance specifically defines each measure to be voted on. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS (For Ordinances or Regular Agenda Items): 

A. PROS:    

B. CONS:    
 
ALTERNATIVES (In Suggested Order of Staff Preference):  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  (1) Ordinance ordering the Special Election 
 
FUNDING SOURCE (Where Applicable):  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve an Ordinance on its first reading ordering a Special Election on May 9, 
2015 for the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters of Brenham certain proposed amendments to the 
existing charter of the City of Brenham, Texas 
 
APPROVALS:  Terry K. Roberts 
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ORDINANCE NO. _________________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS, ORDERING A 
SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
CITY OF BRENHAM REGULAR GENERAL ELECTION ON MAY 9, 
2015, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING PROPOSITIONS TO THE 
QUALIFIED VOTERS OF BRENHAM, TEXAS FOR CERTAIN 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE EXISTING HOME RULE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY; STATING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO BE 
VOTED UPON AT SAID ELECTION; DESIGNATION OF EARLY 
VOTING DATES AND TIMES AND POLLING PLACES OF SAID 
ELECTION; PROVIDING THE FORM OF THE BALLOT AND 
DIRECTING THAT THE NOTICE OF ELECTION BE GIVEN; 
PROVIDING FOR FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATES; CONTAINING 
OTHER PROVISIONS REQUIRED BY THE TEXAS ELECTION CODE; 
DIRECTING PUBLICATION AS REQUIRED BY LAW; FINDING THAT 
THE MEETINGS AT WHICH THIS ORDINANCE IS CONSIDERED ARE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY AND THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 
ORDINANACES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

WHEREAS, Texas Local Government Code, Section 9.004(b) provides that he 
ordinance ordering a charter amendment election shall provide for the special election to be held 
on the first authorized uniform election date prescribed by the Texas Election Code or on the 
earlier of the date of the next municipal general election of presidential general election; and 

 
WHEREAS, May 9, 2015 is the date provided for in the Texas Election Code for the 

next regular general election in the City of Brenham, Texas, therefore the City is authorized to 
order a charter amendment special election to be held on May 9, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 4 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Brenham 

provides for amending the Charter and having the amendments submitted to the voters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Home Rule Charter election shall be held and conducted in accordance 

with Sections 9.001, 9.004 and 9.005 of the Texas Local Government Code and all other 
applicable election laws; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF BRENHAM, TEXAS: 
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SECTION 1. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

That a Special Election shall be held on May 9, 2015 for the purpose of submitting ballot 
propositions to the qualified voters of the City of Brenham, Texas for proposed amendments to 
the existing Home Rule Charter. 
 

Subsection A: That a Special Election shall be held in the City of Brenham, Texas on the 
9th day of May, 2015 at which election ballot propositions for proposed 
amendments to the City of Brenham Home Rule Charter shall be voted 
upon by the resident qualified voters of the City of Brenham. 

 
Subsection B: That early voting by personal appearance in said election shall be 

conducted every weekday at the Washington County Annex Building, 
100 S. Park Street, Brenham, Texas, as follows: 

 
Monday, April 27, 2015 through Tuesday, May 5, 2015 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., provided, however that 
Early Voting shall be conducted for twelve (12) hours 
on the following weekdays: 
 
Monday, May 4, 2015 and Tuesday, May 5, 2015 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Subsection C: That all applications for ballots by mail shall be mailed to: 

 
Jeana Bellinger, TRMC 
Early Voting Clerk & City Secretary 
City of Brenham 
P.O. Box 1059 
Brenham, Texas    77834-1059 

 
All applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the 
close of business at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 30, 2015. 

 
Subsection D: That said election shall be held at the following designated voting places 

in the City of Brenham, Texas, for voters of the particular Wards: 
 

 Ward 1: American Legion Post 48 
  903 N. Park Street 
  Brenham, Texas 
 
Ward 2: City of Brenham City Hall 
  200 W. Vulcan Street 
  Brenham, Texas 
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Ward 3: Brenham Junior High Band Hall 
  1200 Carlee Drive 
  Brenham, Texas 
 
Ward 4: Blinn Jr. College Student Center 
  1007 Walter Schwartz Way 
  Brenham, Texas 

 
Subsection E: That said election shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the 

Constitution and Laws of the State of Texas, and only duly qualified 
residents of the City of Brenham shall be allowed to vote. 

 
Subsection F: Notice of said election shall be given as provided by in the Texas Election 

Law and the Texas Local Government Code. 
 
Subsection G: The City Secretary is hereby authorized and instructed to publish notice of 

said election as required by law. 
 
Subsection H: There shall be placed on the official ballot the following proposed 

amendments to the City Charter for the City of Brenham, Texas, and the 
ballot shall provide that the voter may approve or disapprove the 
propositions which are stated individually as follows: 
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AMENDMENT NO. 1 

 
SHALL ARTICLE II, SECTIONS 7 AND 10; ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 7, 10A AND 13; 
ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 1, 5, 6, 7 AND 9; ARTICLE V, SECTION 3; ARTICLE VI, 
SECTIONS 2 AND 5-17; AND ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 7, 9, 10 AND 20G OF THE 
BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING GRAMMAR CORRECTIONS, SPELLING 
CORRECTIONS, PUNCTUATION CORRECTIONS, DELETION OF RESERVED 
SECTIONS AND RENUMBERING, AND VOCABULARY CHANGES BE AMENDED 
AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE II. POWERS 
 

Sec. 7. Ownership of public utilities.  
 

Said City shall have the power to buy, own, construct, and to maintain and 
operate, within or without the City limits the following public utilities: water systems, 
gas systems, electric systems, telephone, radio or television systems, street railways, 
sewer systems, sewage plants, fertilizing plants, municipal bus or railway terminals, or 
garbage systems, and to demand and receive compensation for service furnished by the 
City for private purposes and otherwise, and to have the power to regulate, by ordinance, 
the collection of compensation for such service. That said City shall have the power to 
acquire by lease, purchase or condemnation, the property of any person, firm or 
corporation, now or hereafter conducting any such business, for the purpose of 
distributing such service throughout the City, or any portion thereof; provided the City 
shall never purchase or sell any such public utility without first submitting the same to a 
vote of a the qualified voters of the City and further provided that no vote shall be 
required where the City leases the operation of a public utility to a private party.  

 
Sec. 10. Powers of local self- government.  
 

It is contemplated and intended by the adoption of this Charter to confer, and is 
hereby conferred, upon the City of Brenham, the full power of local self- government and 
the enumeration of and reference to the powers hereinabove made, or that hereinafter 
may be made, shall never be construed to preclude, by implication or otherwise, the said 
City of Brenham from exercising any and all powers incident to the full enjoyment of 
local self- government provided that such powers shall not be inhabited inhibited by the 
Constitution of the State of Texas. 
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ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

Sec. 7. Elective positions.  
 

The elective officers of the City shall consist of the seven (7) Councilmembers as 
follows: The Mayor and the two (2) other Councilmembers elected from the City at large 
(these two (2) other Councilmembers' positions being designated as Councilmember, 
Place Five-at-Large, and Councilmember, Place Six-at-Large); and a Councilmember 
elected from each of the four (4) wards of the Ccity as hereinafter established (these 
Councilmembers to be designated as Councilmember, Place One-Ward One, 
Councilmember, Place Two-Ward Two, Councilmember, Place Three-Ward Three, and 
Councilmember, Place Four-Ward Four) each of whom shall be elected to the office for 
which he is a candidate by the qualified voters of that particular ward.  

 
Sec. 10A. Runoff elections.  
 

In the event any candidate for the Council (including the Mayor) fails to receive a 
majority of all votes cast for his particular office, at any regular or special election, the 
Mayor or, if he fails to do so, the Council shall on the first day following the completion 
of the official count of ballots cast the first election order a runoff election to be held 
within thirty (30) days following the preceding election, at which election the two (2) 
candidates that receivedreceiving the highest number of votes cast for such particular 
office in the first election, at which no one was elected to such office by receiving a 
majority of all votes cast for all candidates for such particular office, shall be voted on 
again. The, and the candidate who receives the majority of the votes cast for the 
particular office in the runoff election shall be elected to such office and shall take office 
as soon thereafter as he is qualified. In runoffs for the office of Mayor or 
Councilmembers elected at large, the registered voters of the city as a whole shall vote. In 
runoffs of Councilmembers for single wards, being any of the Councilmembers from 
Ward One, Ward Two, Ward Three or Ward Four, only those registered voters in the 
particular ward shall vote in the runoff election for that particular position.  
 
Sec. 13. Organizational meeting; holding other meetings.  
 

Within fourteen (14) days after the election of the Councilmembers, the City 
Council shall meet in the Council Chamber of the City Hall, at which time the 
Councilmembers-elect shall qualify and assume the duties of their offices. Thereafter the 
Councilmembers City Council shall meet at such time as prescribed by ordinance or 
resolution, but they shall meet at least once each month.  
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ARTICLE IV. THE CITY MANAGER; FINANCES 
 

Sec. 1. Appointment; position; qualifications; removal. 
 

The City Council shall appoint a City Manager, who shall be the administrative 
head of the municipal government and shall be responsible for the efficient 
administration of all departments. He shall be chosen upon qualification and fitness for 
the exercise of his duties. He may or may not be a resident of the City of Brenham when 
appointed, but shall establish his residence within the City as directed by the City 
Council. The City Council may engage a City Manager by agreement for a term not to 
exceed one year; however, the City Manager is subject to removal shall be removable at 
any time, with or without cause, by City Council.  

 
Sec. 5. Keeping of accounts and financial recordsbooks. 
 

The City's accounts shall be kept in such a manner as to show fully at all times the 
financial condition of the City, and the financial recordsbooks shall at all times be 
availableopen to the public for inspection. 

 
Sec. 6. Accounting procedure. 
 

Accounting procedure shall be devised and maintained for the City, adequate to 
record in detail all transactions affecting the acquisition, custodianship and disposition of 
the City’s assetsanything of value, including cash receipts, credit transactions and 
disbursements; and the recorded facts shall be presented periodically to the City 
Councilofficials and to the public in such summaries and analytical schedules in detailed 
support thereof as shall be necessary to show the full effect of such transactions for each 
fiscal year upon the finances of the City and in relation to each department of the City 
government, including distinct summaries and schedules for each public utility owned 
and operated. 

 
Sec. 7. Audit. 
 

The City Council shall cause an audit of the books of account, and of all records 
and transactions of the administration of the affairs of the City; such audit shall be made 
annually embracing each fiscal year and shall be made by an accountant to be selected by 
the Council. The duty of the accountant shall include the certification of all statements 
required in section 56 herein; summaries of income and expenditures and also 
comparison, on proper classification, with the last previous audit; such summaries shall 
be filed with the City Secretary for public inspection within ten (10) days after the 
completion of such audit.  
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Sec. 9. Issuance of checks for payroll and other claims. 
 

No check for the payment of payroll or of any claim shall be issued by the City 
unless such claims shall be evidenced by an itemized account, in accordance with 
approved City Budget including amendments, approved by the signature of the City 
Manager or his designee, and all checks shall be signed by any two of the following: 
Mayor, City Secretary, City Manager and the Chief Ffinancial Oofficer.  

 
ARTICLE V. IMPROVEMENT BONDS 

 
Sec. 3. Maximum period; signing; specifying places and times of payment; approval 
by state officials; issuance.  
 

Said bonds shall be issued for a period of time not to exceed forty (40) years; shall 
be signed by the Mayor, countersigned by the person acting in the capacity of City 
Secretary, and both principal and interest shall be payable at such places and times as 
may be fixed by the ordinance of the governing authority. All such bonds shall be 
submitted to the Attorney-General of the State for his approval and the Comptroller for 
resignationregistration, as provided by the State law; provided, that any such bonds, after 
approved, may be issued by the City, either optional or serial, or otherwise, as may be 
deemed advisable by the governing authority. 

 
ARTICLE VI. TAXATION 

 
Sec. 2. Ordinance raising tax rate; election. 
 

The City Council shall have the power and is hereby authorized at any time to 
propose an ordinance for the levy and collection of taxes on the assessed valuation of all 
property within the corporate limits of the City not exempt from taxation by the 
Constitution and laws of this State at a greater rate on the one hundred dollar ($100.00) 
valuation than that provided in section 1 hereof not to exceed the rate allowed by the 
Constitution and laws of this State, which proposed ordinance shall be submitted to a 
vote of the qualified property tax-paying voters of the City for adoption or rejection. 

 
If any election is to be held at a date not more than thirty (30) days nor less than 

ten (10) days after such ordinance has been proposed, such proposed ordinance shall be 
submitted by the Council to a vote of the qualified property tax-paying electors at such 
election, but if no such election is to be held within such time, then the Council shall 
provide for submitting such proposed ordinance for adoption or rejection to such electors 
at a special election to be held not less than twenty (20) nor more than forty (40) days 
thereafter. The form of ballot for use in an election held for adoption of such proposed 
ordinance shall state the title of the ordinance and contain a succinct statement of its 
nature and purpose and below such statement on separate lines there shall be printed the 
words:  
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FOR THE ORDINANCE  
 
AGAINST THE ORDINANCE  

 
If a majority of such voterselectors voting in such election shall vote in favor 

thereof it shall thereupon become an ordinance of the City.  
 

Sec. 35. Occupation tax. 
 

The City shall have the power to levy and collect occupation taxes consonant with 
the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and shall authorize the granting and 
issuance of licenses and shall direct the manner of issuing and registering the same and 
fix the fees thereafter, but no license shall be issued for a longer period than one year and 
shall not be assignable except by permission of the governing authority of the City. 

 
Sec. 46. Franchise tax; corporation tax. 
 

The City shall have the power, annually, to levy and collect a franchise tax against 
any corporation using and occupying the public streets or grounds of the City, separately 
from the tangible property of such corporation, and to levy and collect, annually, upon 
the property and shares of corporations, companies and corporate institutions, as the same 
are now or may be assessed by the State laws and shall have full power to enforce the 
collection of such taxes. 

 
Sec. 57. Tax lists, inventories, appraisements, rendition. 
 

The City shall have the power to regulate the manner and mode of making out tax 
lists, inventories and appraisements of property therein, and to prescribe the oath that 
shall be administered to each person rendering property for taxation and to prescribe how, 
when and where property shall be rendered, and to prescribe the number and form of 
assessment rolls and to adopt such measures as may be deemed advisable to secure the 
assessment of all property within the City limits and to collect taxes thereon and may 
provide a fine upon all persons failing, neglecting or refusing to render their property for 
taxation, and to do any and all things necessary or proper to render effectual the 
collection of moneys for taxation. 
 
Sec. 6 8. Rendition, etc., as to omitted property. 
 

The City shall have the power to provide for the rendition of unrendered property 
for taxation, and levy and assess taxes thereon annually, and to provide for the rendition, 
levy and assessment of taxes for previous years on the property omitted from taxation in 
the manner provided by State law of this State. 
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Sec. 79. Property subject to taxation; lien generally. 
 

All real, personal or mixed property held, owned or situated in the City of 
Brenham shall be liable for all municipal taxes, due by the owner thereof, including taxes 
on real estate, franchises, personal and mixed property taxes, and all other municipal 
taxes of whatsoever character, provided that no delinquent poll tax shall ever be a lien 
against real estate. Such municipal taxes are hereby declared to be a lien, charge and 
encumbrance upon the property so that taxes and special assessments shall be a prior lien 
to all other claims, sales, assignments, transfers, gifts and judicial writs. Said lien shall 
exist from the first day of January of each year until all such taxes have been paid; and 
such lien against any real estate which, for any cause, has failed to be assessed for one or 
more years shall be good and effective for every year for which assessment has so failed. 
 
Sec. 810. Liability of personal property. 
 

Personal property of all persons, firms or corporations owing any taxes to the City 
of Brenham is hereby made liable for all such taxes and subject to seizure and sale, 
whether the same be upon personal or real property or upon both. 

 
Sec. 911. Time of levying. 

 
The governing authority of the City, at its first meeting in September of each year, 

or as soon thereafter as practicable, shall levy the annual tax for such year, but special 
taxes or assessments allowed by this Charter may be levied, assessed and collected at 
such times as the governing authority may provide; provided, that should the governing 
authority fail or neglect to levy the annual tax herein provided for any one year the annual 
tax levy for the preceding year last made by said governing authority shall and will be 
considered in force and effect as the tax levy for the year for which no annual tax was 
made.  
 
Sec. 102. Providing for collection. 
 

The City shall have full power to provide for the prompt collection, by suit or 
otherwise, of taxes assessed, levied and imposed, and is hereby authorized, and to that 
end shall have full power and authority to sell, or cause to be sold, all kinds of property, 
real and personal, and shall make such rules and regulations and enact all such ordinances 
as are deemed necessary for the collection of any taxes provided in this Charter. 
 
Sec. 113. City not required to give bond; payments to city to be in legal currency. 

 
It shall not be necessary in any action, suit or proceeding, in which the City shall 

be a party, for any bond, undertaking, or security to be executed in behalf of the City. 
Nothing of value nor anything save money current of the United States shall be received 
in payment of taxes, fines, forfeitures, penalties and debts due and owing to said City. 
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Sec. 124. Control of finances. 
 

The City Council shall have the power to control and manage the finances of the 
City, to provide its fiscal year arrangements. 
 
Sec. 135. Disposition of tax money collected. 
 

All moneys arising from the collection of taxes by the City shall be divided into 
such funds and be designated as such funds as the Council may deem proper.  

 
Sec. 146. Effect of irregularities in assessment rolls. 
 

No irregularities in the time or manner of making or returning the City assessment 
rolls or the approval of such rolls shall invalidate any assessment. 
 
Secs. 157 - 20--19. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 

 
Sec. 7. Same—Purpose. 
 

The City is divided and established into wards for the purpose of securing a more 
equal distribution of representation on the City Council by the people of the whole City. 
Newly annexed territory shall be added to the adjacent Ward as City Council may 
provide. No person shall be a candidate for Councilmember from any ward of the City 
unless he shall have been, for twelve (12) months preceding the date of the election at 
which he is a candidate, a resident of the ward represented by the office to which he 
aspires, and must possess the other qualifications as prescribed in this Charter; provided, 
however, that the qualifications as to residence in any one ward shall not apply to the 
Mayor or at-large Councilmembers. Any candidate, Mayor or Councilmember who 
during his candidacy or term of office moves his place of residence from the city or the 
ward in which he represents ipso facto forfeits his right to such office.  

 
Sec. 9. Official bonds. 
 

The person exercising the duties of the City Tax Collector shall give an official 
bond in such sum as may be prescribed by the City Councilmembers from time to time; 
such bond shall be payable to the City of Brenham and shall, in each instance, be 
conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of such officer, and for the faithful 
accounting of all moneys, claims and things of value coming into the hands of such 
officer. Such bond shall be procured from some regular accredited surety company 
authorized to do business under the laws of the State of Texas, and the premiums to such 
surety company shall be paid by the City of Brenham, provided that the City Council may 
by ordinance, require official bonds from any other appointive officers of the City in such 
amounts and conditioned as they may deem best for the efficiency of the public service. 
All official bonds shall be surety company bonds and shall be approved by the City 
Council and filed and recorded with the person exercising the duties of City Secretary.   
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Sec. 10. Official oaths. 
 

Every officer of the City shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, take 
and subscribe to the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the State of Texas for County 
officials. 

 
Sec. 20G. Power of recall.  
 

The people of the city reserve the power to recall any elected official, including 
the Mayor or other Councilmembers, of the City of Brenham, and may exercise such 
power by filing with the City Secretary a petition, signed by qualified voters of the City 
equal in number to at least thirty (30) per cent of the qualified voters of the city, 
demanding the removal of such elective officer or officers in case of the Mayor and other 
CommissionersCity Councilmembers voted on at large. In case of CommissionersCity 
Councilmembers elected from particular wards, the petition shall be signed by the 
qualified voters of the particular ward in number equal to at least thirty (30) per cent of 
the qualified voters of the particular ward, demanding the removal of such elected 
Councilmember. The petition shall be signed and verified in the manner required for an 
initiative petition, shall contain a general statement of the grounds for which the removal 
is sought, and one of the signers of each petition paper shall make an affidavit that the 
statements therein made are true.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 1 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 1 

 
 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall the Brenham City Charter be amended by 1) making corrections 
to grammar, spelling and punctuation errors throughout all Articles of 
the Charter; 2) deleting reserved sections of the Charter throughout all 
Articles of the Charter and renumbering the sections due to deletions 
and other revisions as necessitated by other propositions on this ballot 
that are approved by the voters; and 3) making nonsubstantive 
vocabulary changes throughout all Articles of the Charter in order to 
use modern and consistent terminology, titles, and labels, which shall 
include but not be limited to, changing the references to members of the 
governing body from “Commissioners” to “City Councilmembers,” as 
well as applying such consistent and modern terminology, titles, and 
labels to other propositions on this ballot that are approved by the 
voters? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 2 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTION 6; ARTICLE V, SECTION 4; ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 
2, 9 AND 20; AND ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 4, 10, 16, 18, 19, AND 20C OF THE 
BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING UPDATING REFERENCES TO LAWS, 
DELETION OF PROVISIONS THAT ARE INCONSISTENT WITH OR PREEMPTED BY 
CURRENT LAW, AND DELETION OF REFERENCES TO OBSOLETE LAWS, BE 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 

 
Sec. 6. Qualifications to hold office of Mayor, Councilmembers and other officers 
and employees; conflict of interests.  
 

The Mayor and each Councilmember shall be resident citizens of the City of 
Brenham, have the qualifications of electors therein, be of a minimum age of twenty-one 
(21) when elected, and shall have been resident citizens of the City of Brenham and any 
ward they may represent for a period of twelve (12) months immediately preceding such 
election. The Mayor, Councilmembers and other officers and employees shall not be 
indebted to the City, and shall not be interested in the profits or emoluments of any 
contract, job, work or service for the municipality, or interested in the sale to the City of 
any supplies, equipment, material, or articles purchased. Any officer or employee of the 
City who shall cease to possess any of the qualifications herein required shall forthwith 
and ipso facto forfeit his office, and any such contract in which any officer or employee 
is or may become interested may be declared void by the City Council.  

 
ARTICLE V. THE CITY COUNCIL 

 
Sec. 4. Submitting to referendum.  
 

Before the issuance of any bonds the same shall be submitted to a vote of the 
qualified property tax-paying voters of the City as required by the General Laws of the 
State. 

 
ARTICLE VI. TAXATION 

 
Sec. 2. Ordinance raising tax rate; election. 

 
The City Council shall have the power and is hereby authorized at any time to 

propose an ordinance for the levy and collection of taxes on the assessed valuation of all 
property within the corporate limits of the City not exempt from taxation by the 
Constitution and laws of this State at a greater rate on the one hundred dollar ($100.00) 
valuation than that provided in section 1 hereof not to exceed the rate allowed by the 
Constitution and laws of this State, which proposed ordinance shall be submitted to a 
vote of the qualified property tax-paying voters of the City for adoption or rejection.  
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If any election is to be held at a date not more than thirty (30) days nor less than 
ten (10) days after such ordinance has been proposed, such proposed ordinance shall be 
submitted by the Council to a vote of the qualified property tax-paying electors at such 
election, but if no such election is to be held within such time, then the Council shall 
provide for submitting such proposed ordinance for adoption or rejection to such electors 
at a special election to be held not less than twenty (20) nor more than forty (40) days 
thereafter. The form of ballot for use in an election held for adoption of such proposed 
ordinance shall state the title of the ordinance and contain a succinct statement of its 
nature and purpose and below such statement on separate lines there shall be printed the 
words:  

 
FOR THE ORDINANCE  
 
AGAINST THE ORDINANCE  
 

If a majority of such electors voting in such election shall vote in favor thereof it 
shall thereupon become an ordinance of the City.  

 
Sec. 9. Property subject to taxation; lien generally. 
 

All real, personal or mixed property held, owned or situated in the City of 
Brenham shall be liable for all municipal taxes, due by the owner thereof, including taxes 
on real estate, franchises, personal and mixed property taxes, and all other municipal 
taxes of whatsoever character, provided that no delinquent poll tax shall ever be a lien 
against real estate. Such municipal taxes are hereby declared to be a lien, charge and 
encumbrance upon the property so that taxes and special assessments shall be a prior lien 
to all other claims, sales, assignments, transfers, gifts and judicial writs. Said lien shall 
exist from the first day of January of each year until all such taxes have been paid; and 
such lien against any real estate which, for any cause, has failed to be assessed for one or 
more years shall be good and effective for every year for which assessment has so failed. 

 
Sec. 20. Sale and use tax increase. 
 

The sales and use tax [is hereby increased] within the City for the development 
and operation of park facilities and the promotion and development of new and expanded 
business enterprises at the rate of three-eighths of one percent under the Development 
Corporation Act, section 4B. The [increase in the] sales and use tax within the City at a 
rate of one-eighth of one percent [will] be used to reduce the property tax rate.  
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ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 
 

Sec. 4. Amending Charter. 
 

This Charter, after adoption, may be amended in accordance with the provisions 
of an Act of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Texas, entitled, "AN ACT 
AUTHORIZING CITIES HAVING MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND 
INHABITANTS, BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF SAID 
CITY, AT AN ELECTION HELD FOR THAT PURPOSE, TO ADOPT AND AMEND 
THEIR CHARTERS", etc., approved April 7, 1913, and any acts amendatory thereto 
applicable state law, as amended. 

 
Sec. 10. Official oaths. 
 

All elected and appointed Every officers of the City shall, before entering upon 
the duties of his office, take and subscribe to the oath prescribed by the Constitution of 
the State of Texas for County officials. 
Sec. 16. Public schools. 
 

All laws in force pertaining to public free schools of the City of Brenham are 
hereby rendered in full force and effect and said schools shall be continued, managed and 
controlled as heretofore, and the Trustees of said public free schools shall be appointed 
according to the provisions of the above mentioned laws.  

 
Means for the support and maintenance of the public free schools and for the 

purpose of procuring grounds and constructing and improving buildings for such public 
free schools shall be obtained according to the laws now in effect relating thereto. 

 
Sec. 18. Council investigations.  
 

The City Council may investigate the financial transactions of any office or 
department of the City government, and the acts and conduct of any official or employee. 
In conducting such investigation, the City Council may compel the attendance of 
witnesses, the production of checks and papers, and other evidence and for that purpose 
may issue subpoenas or attachments which shall be signed by the Mayor, and which may 
be served and executed by any officer authorized by law to serve subpoenas or other 
process, or by any peace officer of the City. If any witness shall refuse to appear to testify 
to and facts within his knowledge, or to produce any papers or books in his possession, or 
under his control, relating to the matter under investigation before the City Council, the 
City Council shall have the power to cause the witness to be punished as for contempt, 
not exceeding a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) and three days in the City prison. 
No witness shall be excused from testifying touching his knowledge of the matter under 
investigation in any such inquiry, but such testimony shall not be used against him in any 
criminal prosecution except for perjury committed upon such inquiry.  
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Sec. 19. Vote on proposed charter.  
 

This Charter shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the City of Brenham, for 
adoption or rejection, on the 7th day of September, A.D. 1920, at which election if a 
majority of the qualified voters voting in such election shall vote in favor of the adoption 
of this Charter then it shall become the Charter of the City of Brenham, until amended or 
repealed. It being impracticable to submit this Charter by sections, it is hereby prescribed 
that the form of ballot for use in such election shall be as follows, to-wit:  

 
FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE CHARTER  
 
AGAINST THE ADOPTION OF THE CHARTER  

 
The present City Council of Brenham shall call such election and the same shall 

be conducted and returns made, and results declared as provided by the laws of the State 
of Texas governing municipal elections, and in case a majority of the votes cast at such 
election shall be in favor of the adoption of the Charter, then an official order shall be 
entered upon the records of said City, by the City Council of Brenham, declaring the 
same adopted, and the City Secretary shall record, at length, upon the records of the City, 
in a separate book to be kept in his office, for such purposes such Charter adopted, and 
such Secretary shall furnish to the Mayor a copy of such Charter so adopted, 
authenticated by his signature and the seal of the City, which copy of the Charter shall be 
forwarded by the Mayor of the City of Brenham to the Secretary of State, and shall show 
approval of such Charter by a majority vote of the qualified voters of the City of 
Brenham.  
 

If such Charter shall be adopted, then it shall be the duty of the City Council, 
within ten (10) days after such election for the adoption of the Charter shall have been 
held, to call an election for the election of a Mayor and four (4) other Councilmembers, 
which election shall be ordered for the date provided by section 10 of Article III of this 
Charter, and to be held under the direction of the City Council, according to the laws of 
the State of Texas regulating municipal elections.  

 
Within five (5) days after the election of all the City Councilmembers, they shall 

each take the oath of office and qualify as such Mayor and City Councilmembers and 
shall hold their respective offices until the first Tuesday in April, A.D. 1922, and until 
their successors are elected and qualified.  

 
This the 26th day of July, A.D. 1920.  
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Sec. 20C. Form of petitions.  
 

Initiative petition papers shall contain the full text of the proposed legislation in 
the form of an ordinance including a descriptive caption. Referendum petition papers 
shall contain a sufficient description of the ordinance sought to be referred to identify it, 
or if the ordinance has been passed by the Council, the full text of the ordinance sought to 
be referred shall be included in such petition papers. The signatures to the initiative or 
referendum petitions need not all be appended to one paper, but each signer shall sign his 
name in ink or indelible pencil, and shall add to his signature his place of residence by 
street and number and the Serial Number that appears on his Poll Tax Receipt or 
Exemption Certificate or such other document as may be prescribed by the laws of the 
State of Texas to identify qualified voters under any future legislation. One of the signers 
of each separate petition shall make an affidavit that he, and he only, personally 
circulated such petition and that each signature appended thereto was made in his 
presence and is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 2 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 2 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 
Shall the Brenham City Charter be amended by updating and correcting 
references to current state laws, deleting provisions of the Charter that 
are inconsistent with or preempted by current law, and deleting 
references to obsolete laws? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 3 
 

SHALL ARTICLE I, SECTIONS 2, 3 AND 4 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING BOUNDARIES AND ANNEXATION BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE I. INCORPORATION; FORM OF GOVERNMENT; BOUNDARIES 

 
Sec. 2. Boundaries. 
 

The City Council shall have the power by ordinance to establish the boundary 
limits of the City of Brenham; and to provide for the alterations and extension of said 
boundary limits, the annexation of additional territory to the City, and the detachment or 
disannexation of territory, with or without the consent of the owners and inhabitants of 
the territory annexed, detached or disannexed. The boundaries of the City shall be those 
established by ordinanceThe boundaries and limits of the City of Brenham, until changed 
as hereinafter provided, shall be as follows:  
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Situated in Washington County, Texas, and situated mostly on the A. Harrington 
League, a small strip of the west portion being of the Philip D. Coe League and a part in 
the northeast corner being in P & A Hope One-Half League.  

 
Beginning at a point in the middle of the north boundary one mile distant N 13 

from center of the Court House Square which is the center of the City of Brenham. 
Thence S 77 W crossing the GC & SFR.R. at one mile to the northwest corner also 
crossing the line between the A. Harrington & Philip D. Coe Leagues. Thence with the 
west line of the City S 13 E crossing the H. & T.C.R.R. 3,800 vrs. or two miles to the 
southwest corner. Thence N 77 E crossing the aforesaid league line, also crossing the GC 
& SFR.R. at 3,800 vrs. or two miles to the southeast corner. Thence N 13 W crossing the 
H & TCR.R. and the P. & A. Hope One-Half League Line at 3,800 vrs. or two miles 
distant to the northeast corner. Thence S 77 W crossing P. & A. Hope One-Half League 
Line at 1,900 vrs. or one mile to the beginning corner comprising an area of 2,560 acres 
of land. 

 of the City Council enacted in accordance with the procedures provided for in 
applicable federal, state or other law.  The City Secretary shall keep a correct and 
complete description of the city boundaries, indicating all annexations and 
disannexations. 

 
Secs. 3 – 4. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 3. Extension of boundaries.  
 
The City Council shall have the power by ordinance to fix the boundary limits of the City 
of Brenham; and to provide for the alterations and extension of said boundary limits, the 
annexation of additional territory adjacent to the City, and the detachment of 
disannexation of territory, with or without the consent of the owners and inhabitants of 
the territory annexed, detached or disannexed. That upon the introduction of any such 
ordinance in the City Council, it shall be published in the form in which it may be finally 
passed, in a newspaper published in the City of Brenham at least one time, and said 
ordinance shall not thereafter be finally acted upon until at least ten (10) days have 
elapsed after the first publication thereof; and upon the final passage of any such 
ordinance, the boundary limits of the City shall thereafter be fixed in such ordinance; and 
when any additional territory has been so annexed, the same shall be part of the City of 
Brenham, and the property situated therein shall bear a pro rata part of the taxes levied by 
the City, and the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to all of the rights and privileges of 
all the citizens, and shall be bound by the acts, ordinances, resolutions and regulations of 
the City. Upon the final passage of any ordinance detaching or disannexing territory from 
the City, the corporate limits of the City shall be reduced by the territories so detached or 
disannexed. All of the annexing, detachment, or disannexing of any territory as provided 
for hereinabove shall be carried out in a manner not inconsistent with the procedural rules 
prescribed by Article 970-A, Chapter 1, Title 28, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the 
State of Texas, as heretofore or hereafter amended, the same being the "Municipal 
Annexation."  
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Sec. 4. [Platting and filing map of added territory].  
 
Any territory added as authorized by section 3 of this article shall be platted into blocks 
and lots and the same shall be so laid off as to conform to the streets and alleys abutting 
on the same insofar as may be, and a correct map thereof shall be filed with the City 
Secretary or other lawful custodian of the City Papers and also with the County Clerk of 
Washington County. In no case shall the City of Brenham be required to pay for any 
streets or alleys when such territory is added, platted and opened. Upon the platting and 
filing of such map, all streets and alleys indicated thereon shall become the property of 
the City of Brenham for use as public highways. 

 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 3 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article I, Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Brenham City Charter be 
amended by deleting the outdated description of the boundaries of the 
City of Brenham, deleting certain procedures and timelines for 
annexation and instead require that annexations be conducted in 
accordance with applicable law, and by deleting provisions concerning 
platting of annexed property as unnecessary due to existing state laws 
providing for and regulating municipal platting requirements and 
procedures? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 4 
 

SHALL ARTICLE II, SECTIONS 1-6 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING THE POWERS OF THE CITY OF BRENHAM BE AMENDED AS 
FOLLOWS? 
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ARTICLE II. POWERS 
 

Sec. 1. Powers[Statutory powers generally].  
 

All the powers conferred upon cities and towns by Title 22 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of 1911, except as may hereafter be denied or limited, are hereby conferred upon 
the City of Brenham as fully and completely as if such powers were herein separately 
enumerated.The said City of Brenham shall have power to ordain and establish such act, 
laws, rules, regulations, resolutions, and ordinances, not inconsistent with the 
Constitution and laws of Texas and of this Charter, as shall be needful for the 
government, interests, health, welfare and good order of said City and its inhabitants.  
Under the name of the City of Brenham it shall be known in law and have succession and 
be capable of contracting and being contracted with, suing and being sued, impleading 
and being impleaded, answering and being answered unto, in all courts and tribunals, and 
in all amounts whatsoever, subject to the laws of the State of Texas, or which shall 
hereafter be passed. 

 
The City of Brenham shall have the power to take, hold, lease, grant, purchase 

and convey such real property or mixed property or estate, situated within, or without, the 
limits thereof, as the purpose of said corporation may require and shall have and use a 
corporate seal, and change and renew the same at pleasure. 

 
Sec. 2. Rights Reserved[Statutory powers as to Charter].  
 

All the powers mentioned in and under section 4 of the Act of the Thirty-Third 
Legislature of the State of Texas, pages 310 to 316 entitled: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING 
CITIES HAVING MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND INHABITANTS BY A 
MAJORITY VOTE OF THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF SAID CITY AT AN 
ELECTION HELD FOR THAT PURPOSE TO ADOPT AND AMEND THEIR 
CHARTERS," etc., and Chapter 17, Articles 1096a to 1096i, both inclusive, Title 22, 
Vernon-Sayles Texas Civil Statutes 1914, are hereby conferred upon the City of Brenham 
as fully and completely as if each of said mentioned powers were herein separately 
enumerated.  

 
If in any instance there should arise or be a conflict as to the powers mentioned in 

and conferred by sections 1 and 2 hereof the in such instance, the power or powers 
mentioned in and conferred by section 2 hereof shall control.All suits, taxes, penalties, 
fines, forfeiture, and all other rights, claims and demands, of every kind and character, 
which have accrued under the laws in favor of said city, heretofore in force governing the 
same, shall belong to and vest in said city and shall not abate by reason of the adoption or 
amendment of this Charter, and shall be prosecuted and collected for the use and benefit 
of said City of Brenham and shall not be in any manner affected by the taking effect of 
this Charter; but as to all of such rights, the laws under which they shall have accrued 
shall be deemed to be in full force and effect. 
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Sec. 3. Local self-government[Opening, etc., streets].  
 

Said City shall have the power to open, extend, straighten and widen any public 
street, avenue or alley and for such purpose to acquire the necessary land, by purchase or 
condemnation.The City of Brenham shall possess and may exercise the full power of 
local self-government.  It may hold, by gift, deed, devise, or otherwise, any character of 
property, including any charitable or trust fund, and subject to and within the limits of 
superior law may act in perpetual succession as a body politic. 
 
Sec. 4. [Dominion, control and jurisdiction over streets, avenues, alleys and 
highways; sidewalk construction]Enumerated powers.  
 

The City of Brenham shall have exclusive dominion, control and jurisdiction in, 
upon, over and under the public streets, avenues, alleys and highways of the City and to 
provide for the improvement thereof by paving, raising, grading, draining or otherwise, 
and to charge the cost of making such improvements against the abutting property, by 
fixing a lien against the same and a personal charge against the owner thereof, according 
to an assessment specially levied therefor; provided that in no event shall more than one-
third ( 1/3) of the cost of such improvement be charged to the owner and made a lien 
against said abutting property; it being further provided that all street railways, steam 
railways and other railways shall pay the entire cost of improving said streets, avenues, 
alleys and highways between the rails and tracks of any such railway companies, and for 
a distance of two (2) feet on each side thereof.  

 
Said city shall have the power to provide for the construction and building of 

sidewalks, and to charge the entire cost of the construction of said sidewalks, including 
the curb, against the owner of the abutting property and to make a special charge against 
the owner for such cost, and to provide by special assessments, a lien against such 
property for such cost.  

 
Said City shall have the power to provide for the construction, improvement or 

repair of any such sidewalk, or the construction of any such curb, by penal ordinance, and 
to declare defective sidewalks to be a public nuisance. For greater certainty, the following 
are hereby especially enumerated and referred to as being among the other powers which 
are hereby conferred upon and which may be exercised by the City of Brenham, to-wit: 

 
A. All of the powers conferred upon cities and towns by Title 22 of the Revised Civil 

Statutes of Texas, 1911, except as may hereafter be denied, limited or extended, 
are hereby conferred upon the City of Brenham as fully and completely as if such 
powers were herein separately enumerated. 
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B. All powers, privileges and immunities conferred upon cities of more than five 
thousand inhabitants, by Section 4 of Chapter 147, Acts of the 33rd Legislature, 
General Laws Regular Session, at Page 310 to 316, entitled “An Act Authorizing 
Cities Having More Than Five Thousand Inhabitants, by a Majority Vote of the 
Qualified Voters of said City, at an Election Held for the Purpose to Adopt and 
Amend their Charters”, etc.; and such powers are hereby conferred upon the City 
of Brenham as fully and completely as if each of said mentioned powers were 
herein separately enumerated; but enumeration of special powers herein, or in the 
Statutes referred to, shall not be held or construed to preclude the city from 
exercising all powers of local government not inhibited by the Constitution and 
Laws of the State of Texas, or by special limitation in this Charter contained, the 
purpose of this Charter being to enlarge upon the power extended by the general 
laws of cities incorporated thereunder, and to secure the City of Brenham, all the 
powers conferred by the Constitution and Laws of this State upon cities having 
more than five thousand inhabitants. 

 
Secs. 5 - 6. Reserved[Control over parks and playgrounds].  
 

Said City shall have exclusive control over all City parks, and playgrounds and to 
control, regulate and remove all obstructions and prevent all encroachments thereupon; 
and to provide for raising, grading, filling, terracing, landscape gardening, temporary 
leasing thereof, erecting buildings, providing amusements therein, for establishing walks 
and paving drive-ways around, in and through said parks, playgrounds and other public 
grounds. 

 
Sec. 6. [Enumeration of specific powers]. 
 

Said City shall have the power:  
 
To define all nuisances, prohibit the same within the City and within the City's 

extraterritorial jurisdiction.  
 
To police all parks, grounds, speed-ways, streets, avenues and alleys owned by 

said City, within or without the City limits.  
 
To prohibit the pollution of all sources of water supply of said City, and to 

provide for the protection of water sheds.  
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To provide for the inspection of dairies, cows and dairy herds, slaughter pens and 
slaughter houses and abattoirs, within or without the City limits, from which 
meat, milk, butter, or eggs from same are furnished to the inhabitants of said 
City, and to provide for the inspection of meat markets, grocery stores, drug 
stores, confectioneries, fruit stands, ice cream factories, laundries, bottling 
plants, hotels, restaurants and bakeries; the source, storage and distribution of 
water, and all other places where food or drinks for human consumption are 
manufactured, handled, sold or exposed for sale, and to regulate and inspect 
the character and standard of such articles of food and drink so sold or offered 
for sale.  

 
To provide for the inspection and regulation of the sanitary condition of all 

premises and vacant lots within the City limits; for the removal of garbage, 
night soil, refuse and unsanitary vegetation; to provide for establishing a lien 
against the property for any expenses incurred by the City in enforcing this 
provision and further to provide for the making and enforcing of all proper 
and reasonable regulations, for the health and sanitation of said City and its 
inhabitants.  

 
To require property owners, their agents and lessees to remove, within a 

reasonable time, ice, slush and other debris from sidewalks fronting on 
property owned, occupied or controlled by such owners, agents or lessees and 
to require such owners, agents or lessees to remove all low hanging limbs 
from trees adjacent to sidewalks in said City.  

 
To prohibit the driving of herds of horses, mules, cattle, hogs, sheep, goats and all 

herds of domestic animals, along or upon the streets, avenues or alleys of said 
City.  

 
To establish and regulate public pounds and to regulate, restrain and prohibit the 

running at large of horses, mules, cattle, sheep, swine, goats, geese, chickens, 
pigeons, ducks and all other domesticated animals and fowls and to authorize 
the restraining, impounding and sale of the same for the cost of the 
proceedings and the penalty incurred, and to order their destruction when they 
cannot be sold and to impose penalties upon the owner thereof for the 
violation of any ordinance regulating or prohibiting the same, and to tax, 
regulate, restrain and prohibit the running at large of dogs and to authorize 
their destruction and impose penalties on the owners or keepers thereof.  

 
To prohibit the inhumane treatment of animals and provide punishment therefor.  
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To prohibit and restrain the flying of kites, firing fire-arms, fire-crackers, rolling 
of hoops and the use of velocipedes, bicycles and skates, or the use and 
practice of any amusements on the streets or sidewalks to the annoyance of 
pedestrians or persons using such streets or sidewalks, and to restrain, regulate 
and prohibit the ringing of bells, or blowing of horns, bugles and whistles, 
crying of goods and all other noises, practices and performances tending to the 
collection of persons in the streets or tending, unnecessarily, to interfere with 
the peace and quietude of the inhabitants of the said City; and to suppress and 
regulate all unnecessary noises.  

 
To license, tax and regulate or suppress and prevent hawkers, peddlers and 

pawnbrokers.  
 
To regulate the operation of railway trains and street cars operated on, along or 

across the streets, avenues or alleys of said City; to license and control the 
operation of automobiles, motorcycles, taxicabs, buses, cabs and carriages, 
and all character of vehicles using the public streets, and to regulate the use 
and occupancy of the streets by any such vehicles.  

 
To provide for the regulation and control of plumbers and plumbing works and to 

secure efficiency in the same.  
 
To provide for the inspection of weights, measures and meters and fix a standard 

of such weights, measures and meters and require conformity to such 
standards and provide penalties for failure to use or conform to the same, and 
to provide for inspection fees.  

 
To provide for the issuance of permits for erecting all buildings; for the inspection 

of the construction of all buildings in respect to proper wiring for electric 
lights and other electric appliances; piping for gas; flues, chimneys, plumbing 
and sewer connections, and to enforce proper regulations in regard thereto.  

 
To provide for establishing and maintaining a public library.  
 
To enact and enforce all ordinances and resolutions, necessary to regulate the 

safety of all office buildings, hotels, apartment houses, rooming houses, 
hospitals, theatres, store buildings and all public buildings.  

 
To require the construction of fire escapes in connection with public buildings, 

and to determine the sufficiency and regulate the safety of all exits and fire 
escapes provided on public buildings of every kind and character.  

 
To restrain and punish vagrants, mendicants, beggars and prostitutes; to regulate, 

control or prohibit the sale, gift, barter or exchange of cocaine, opium, 
morphine and the salts thereof.  
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To prohibit and punish keepers and inmates of bawdy, assignation and disorderly 
houses, and to prevent and suppress such bawdy, assignation and disorderly 
houses, and to punish such keepers, inmates and owners, or agents of such 
owners of such houses, knowingly permitting such houses to be occupied as 
such bawdy, assignation or disorderly houses and to determine such inmates 
and keepers to be vagrants.  

 
To require waterworks corporations, gas companies, street car companies, 

telephone companies, electric light and power companies or other companies 
or individuals, exercising franchises, now or hereafter, from the City, to 
make and furnish extensions of their service to such territory as may 
reasonably be required.  

 
To provide for the enforcement of all ordinances enacted by the City provided 

that no ordinance shall provide a greater penalty than is prescribed for a like 
offense by the laws of the State.  

 
To provide for the commutation of fines imposed, by labor in a workhouse, on the 

public streets and public ways of the City; and for the collection of any fine 
imposed, execution may be enforced, as executions issued in civil cases.  

 
To establish, maintain and regulate the City prison, workhouses and other means 

of punishment for vagrants, City convicts and disorderly persons, and such 
hospitals, orphanages and charitable institutions as may be deemed expedient 
by the governing authority.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 4 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article II, Sections 1 through 6 of the Brenham City Charter be 
amended by updating language related to the general powers of the City 
of Brenham, deleting certain specific powers of the City of Brenham 
currently listed in the Brenham City Charter that are also enumerated in 
state law or regarding which state law has preempted the Charter 
provisions, clarifying the City of Brenham’s power of local self-
government, and updating language related to the powers of the City of 
Brenham enumerated in state law? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 5 
 

SHALL ARTICLE II, SECTIONS 11A, 11B AND 11C OF THE BRENHAM CITY 
CHARTER REGARDING A BOARD THAT IS NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE AND IS 
NO LONGER FUNCTIONING BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE II. POWERS 
Sec. 11A. Board of City Development--[Establishing; purposes; etc.].  
 

The City Council shall appoint what shall be known and designated as a Board of 
City Development, which may be composed of five (5) members, and shall serve without 
compensation, and may prescribe the qualifications and duties of such board, which 
board shall be devoted to the growth, advertisement, development, improvement and 
increase of the taxable values of such City. In the event the City Council does not appoint 
members to the Board of City Development, the City Council shall act to carry forth the 
objectives and purposes of the Board of City Development. There may annually be 
appropriated by the City Council up to one mill on the dollar ($1.00) valuation on the 
taxable property in the City of Brenham from the general fund of said City to support the 
work of such board.  
 
Sec. 11B. [Same]--Membership; term; vacancies; appointment.  
 

The members of the aforesaid board shall hold office for a period of three (3) 
years; all of said members to hold said office until their successors have been qualified. 
In case of a vacancy on the board by resignation or otherwise the City Council shall fill 
said vacancy by appointment.  
 
Sec. 11C. [Same]--Appropriation for board.  
 
The appropriation for support of said Board of City Development may be paid to said 
board each month in payments of one-twelfth ( 1/12) as nearly as practicable.  
 
Sec. 11. Reserved. 
 

 
AMENDMENT NO. 5 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 5 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 

Shall Article II, Sections 11A, 11B and 11C of the Brenham City 
Charter be amended by deleting said Sections related to a board of the 
City of Brenham that is not operative and no longer exists? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 6 

 
SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTION 1 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING 
WHICH CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES ARE APPOINTED BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
Sec. 1. Appointive offices.  
 

All officers and employees of the City except City Council shall be appointive, be 
employed at-will, and subject to employment contract or personnel policies as Council 
may provide for each office or position.  The City Council shall appoint the City 
Manager, City Secretary, Deputy City Secretary(ies), Municipal Court Judge, Associate 
Municipal Court Judge(s), and City Attorney,   Municipal Court Prosecutor, and any 
other officer or employee whose appointment must be made by the City Council in 
accordance with this Charter, City ordinance, or other applicable law.  The City Manager 
or the City Manager’s designee shall appoint all other officers and employees of the City. 

 
AMENDMENT NO. 6 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 6 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 

Shall Article III, Section 1 of the Brenham City Charter be amended to 
expressly state the City of Brenham officers and employees that are 
subject to appointment by the City Council? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 7 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 4, 10 AND 11 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING CITY COUNCIL TERMS OF OFFICE BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 
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Sec. 4. Terms of office.  
 

The Mayor and eachother cCouncilmembers shall serve for a term of four (4) 
years, beginning with the first meeting of the City Council following their election, and 
ending with until the later of the first meeting of the City Council following the regular 
election four (4) years later or until their successor has been elected and duly 
qualified.successive terms of office until their successors have been elected and duly 
qualified. The Mayor shall serve for two (2) years until the first election after adoption 
of this amendment and, thereafter, shall serve for a term of three (3) years. 
Councilmembers shall serve for two (2) years, and, thereafter, Councilmembers for 
Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 4, and At-Large Position 5 shall qualify for a term of office of 
three (3) years upon their first election following the adoption of this amendment and 
Councilmembers for Ward 3 and At-Large Position 6 shall qualify for a term of office of 
three (3) years upon their second election following the adoption of this amendment.  

 
Sec. 910. Regular election days. 
 

The regular municipal elections of the City of Brenham shall be held on the secondfirst 
Saturday in May in odd-numbered years or any other date as authorized by lawevery year.  
 
Sec. 11. Special elections; state election laws control elections. 
 

All elections provided for in this Charter, except the regular election of Councilmembers 
held on the secondfirst Saturday in May of odd-numbered years or on any other date as 
authorized by lawevery year, shall be called special elections, and all elections shall be conducted 
and results canvassed and announced by the election authorities as prescribed by the general 
election laws of the State of Texas relating to cities and towns, and said general election laws 
shall control in all municipal elections, except as otherwise herein provided. 

 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 7 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article III, Sections 4, 10 and 11 of the Brenham City Charter be 
amended in accordance with Resolution No. R-11-104 of the Brenham 
City Council adopted on September 29, 2011 pursuant to Section 52, 
Senate Bill 100, 82nd Texas Legislature, effective September 1, 2011, to 
change the regular election schedule to odd-numbered year elections 
and the length of terms of office of the position of Mayor and the 
members of the City Council from three (3) years to four (4) years? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 8 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTION 5 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING 
FILLING VACANCIES ON THE CITY COUNCIL BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 

 
Sec. 5. [Appointment of Councilmembers to fill vacanciesFilling City Council 
vacancies.]  
 

Vacancies in the City Council arising from resignation, forfeiture, removal, recall, death or 
any cause shall be filled by majority vote of the qualified voters at a special election called 
for such purpose within one hundred and twenty (120) days after such vacancy or vacancies 
occur.  If any such vacancy shall occur within one hundred and twenty (120) days preceding 
a generalregular election, then no special election shall be called; provided, however, that the 
unexpired term shall be filled at the next generalregular election.  Additionally, if the 
remaining unexpired term of the vacant Council position is twelve (12) months or less, the 
vacant Council position shall be filled by appointment by the remaining Councilmembers, 
and the appointed Councilmember shall serve until the next regular City election. If the 
unexpired term of the vacant Council position extends beyond twelve (12) months, except as 
provided herein, the next regular City election, such unexpired term shall be filled at that 
time by election of the voters of the City, and candidates may file for the unexpired term. .  
Appointed Councilmembers shall have the same qualifications as an elected Councilmember.  
 
AMENDMENT NO. 8 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 8 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article III, Section 5 of the Brenham City Charter be amended to 
provide that vacancies on the City Council shall be filled by special 
election to be held within one hundred twenty (120) days of the 
vacancy unless the vacancy occurs not more than 120 days prior to the 
next regular election, in which case the vacancy shall be filled at the 
next regular election; providing further that if the remaining unexpired 
term of any vacant Council position is twelve (12) months or less, the 
vacant Council position shall be filled by appointment by the remaining 
Councilmembers, and the appointed Councilmember shall serve until 
the next regular City election? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 9 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 8, 9, 10, 10A, AND 11; ARTICLE VI, SECTION 2; 
AND ARTICLE VII, SECTION 8 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING 
THE DEFINTION OF SPECIAL ELECTION, CANVASSING OF ELECTIONS, RUN OFF 
ELECTION PROCESS, VOTING PLACES, REGULAR ELECTION DATE, AND 
CONDUCTING CITY ELECTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL 
LAWS BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE II. POWERS 

 
Sec. 8. Canvassing returns and declaring results of election; [Judges of its own 
election and qualification].  
 

The returns of every municipal election shall be delivered forthwith by the 
Election Judges to the City Secretary.  The Council shall canvass the returns; investigate 
the qualifications of the candidates, and declare the official results of the election in 
accordance with applicable state and federal laws.  The returns of every municipal 
election shall be recorded in the minutes of the Council by Ward totals, when applicable.  
At each election the qualified person receiving a majority of all votes cast for the office 
that person seeks shall thereon be declared elected by said Council elected. 

 
The City Council shall be judges of the election and the Council’s qualification of 

its members shall be conclusive and final for all purposes.  
 
Sec. 9. [Canvassing returns and declaring results of election].  
 

The City Council shall, within ten (10) days after each regular and special 
election, or as soon thereafter as practicable, canvass the returns and declare the result of 
such election.  
 
Sec. 910. [Regular election days].  
 

The regular municipal elections of the City of Brenham shall be held on the first 
second Saturday in May in odd-numbered years or any other date as authorized by law 
every year.  
 
Sec. 10A. Runoff elections.  
 

In the event any candidate for the Council (including the Mayor) fails to receive, 
at any regular or special election, a majority of all votes cast for his particular office, the 
Mayor, or, if he at any regular or special election, the Mayor or, if he fails to do so, the 
Council, shall no later than the fifth day following the official canvass of the election 
order a runoff election to be held within thirty (30) days of said canvass. 
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At said runoff election, the twoon the first day following the completion of the 
official count of ballots cast the first election order a runoff election to be held within 
thirty (30) days following the preceding election, at which election the two (2) candidates 
that receiveding the highest number of votes cast for such particular office in the first 
election, at which no one was elected to such office by receiving a majority of all votes 
cast for all candidates for such particular office, shall be voted on again.  The , and the 
candidate who receives the majority of the votes cast for the particular office in the runoff 
election shall be elected to such office and shall take office as soon thereafter as he is 
qualified. 
 

 In runoffs for the office of Mayor or Councilmembers elected at large, the 
registered voters of the city as a whole shall vote. In runoffs of Councilmembers for 
single wards, being any of the Councilmembers from Ward One, Ward Two, Ward Three 
or Ward Four, only those registered voters in the particular ward shall vote in the runoff 
election for that particular position.  

 
Sec. 11. [Special elections; state election laws control elections].  
 

All elections provided for in this Charter, except the regular election of 
Councilmembers held on the secondfirst Saturday in May of odd-numbered years or on 
any other date as authorized by law,every year, shall be called special elections, and all 
elections shall be conducted and results canvassed and announced by the election 
authorities as prescribed by the general election laws of the State of Texas relating to 
cities and towns, and said general election laws shall control in all municipal elections, 
except as otherwise herein provided.  

 
ARTICLE VI. TAXATION 
 
Sec. 2. Ordinance raising tax rate; election. 
 

The City Council shall have the power and is hereby authorized at any time to 
propose an ordinance for the levy and collection of taxes on the assessed valuation of all 
property within the corporate limits of the City not exempt from taxation by the 
Constitution and laws of this State at a greater rate on the one hundred dollar ($100.00) 
valuation than that provided in section 1 hereof not to exceed the rate allowed by the 
Constitution and laws of this State, which proposed ordinance shall be submitted to a 
vote of the qualified property tax-paying voters of the City for adoption or rejection at an 
election held for that purpose.  Said election shall be held on the next authorized election 
date that allows the City sufficient time to comply with all applicable election laws.  
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If any election is to be held at a date not more than thirty (30) days nor less than 
ten (10) days after such ordinance has been proposed, such proposed ordinance shall be 
submitted by the Council to a vote of the qualified property tax-paying electors at such 
election, but if no such election is to be held within such time, then the Council shall 
provide for submitting such proposed ordinance for adoption or rejection to such electors 
at a special election to be held not less than twenty (20) nor more than forty (40) days 
thereafter. The form of ballot for use in an election held for adoption of such proposed 
ordinance shall state the title of the ordinance and contain a succinct statement of its 
nature and purpose and to the left of below such statement on separate lines there shall be 
printed the words:  
 

FOR THE ORDINANCE  
 
AGAINST THE ORDINANCE  

 
If a majority of such electors voting in such election shall vote in favor thereof it 

shall thereupon become an ordinance of the City.  
 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 
 
Sec. 8. Voting places. 
 

The City Council shall establish and arrange such voting places in the City as may 
be deemed necessary, so located as to be most convenient to the voters, and at which all 
elections, general or special, shall be held.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 9 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 9 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article III, Sections 8, 9, 10, 10A and 11; Article VI, Section 2; 
and Article VII, Section 8 of the Brenham City Charter be amended to 
clarify the definition of special election and revising other provisions 
related to elections, including but not limited to the canvassing of 
elections, the runoff election process, voting places, and the regular 
election date, to require City elections to be conducted in accordance 
with applicable state law? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 10 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTION 12 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING THE ELECTION OF THE MAYOR PRO TEMPORE BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
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ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

Sec. 12. [General powers and duties of Mayor; Mayor pro tempore].  
 

The Mayor of the City shall be the presiding officer of the City Council. He shall 
vote as a member of the City Council on all matters coming before the body; sign all 
bonds, warrants and other official documents; be the official head of the City, and 
exercise all powers and perform all duties imposed upon him by this Charter and by the 
ordinances of the City, and resolutions of the City Council.  

 
The City Council shall elect one of their number as Mayor pro tempore as soon as 

practicable after each regular election of Councilmembers, who in the absence or 
inability of the Mayor to act, may exercise all the powers and authority appertaining to 
the office of Mayor.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 10 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 10 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 

Shall Article III, Section 12 of the Brenham City Charter be amended 
to provide that the City Council shall elect the Mayor pro tempore as 
soon as practicable after each regular election of Councilmembers? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 11 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTION 15 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING CONFLICT OF INTEREST PROVISIONS FOR THE CITY COUNCIL BE 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
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ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

Sec. 15. [Calling special meetings; determining rules and order of business; journal; 
quorum; voting on measures].  
 

The Mayor or any three (3) Councilmembers may call special meetings of the 
City Council at any time deemed advisable. The City Council shall determine its own 
rules and order of business, and shall keep a journal of the proceedings in a permanently 
bound book and any citizen shall have access to the minutes and record thereof at all 
reasonable times. Any four (4) members of the City Council shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of any business, and the affirmative vote of the four (4) members of the 
City Council shall be sufficient and necessary to adopt or repeal any ordinance or 
resolution. The vote upon the passage or repeal of any ordinance or resolution shall be 
taken by "yea" or "nay" vote, and entered upon the journal. Except when required by law 
to abstain from voting on a matter before the City Council, eachAll members of the City 
Council present at the meeting shall vote upon every question, ordinance or resolution 
which shall be entered upon the journal. Any Councilmember refusing to vote except 
when required by law to abstain shall be entered on the journal as voting in the 
affirmative.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 11 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 11 

 
  YES 

 
  NO 

 

Shall Article III, Section 15 of the Brenham City Charter be amended 
to provide for the abstention of City Councilmembers as required by 
law when voting on a question, ordinance or resolution being 
considered by the City Council? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 12 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 19 AND 22 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING ORDINANCE PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS BE AMENDED AS 
FOLLOWS? 
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ARTICLE III. THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

Sec. 19. [Publication of penal ordinances].  
 

The City Secretary shall publish, in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
cCity, any ordinancesEvery ordinance imposing any penalty, fine, imprisonment or 
forfeiture shall, after the passage thereof, be published in some newspaper published in 
the City of Brenham. The City Secretary may abbreviate the text of any ordinance, 
including traffic control ordinances, for publication. No such ordinance shall become 
effective until ten (10) days after the date of its publication, provided that emergency 
measures shall take effect according to their terms. required by state or federal law to be 
published.  The City Secretary may abbreviate the text of any ordinance for publication 
purposes.  
 
Sec. 22. [Revising, digesting and publishing of ordinances].  
 

The first City Council elected under this Charter shall, as soon as practicable, 
provide for revising, digesting and publishing all City ordinances. A like revision, digest 
and publication of such ordinances may be made at such times thereafter as the City 
Council may ordain.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 12 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 12 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 
Shall Article III, Sections 19 and 22 of the Brenham City Charter be 
amended to require that ordinances be published as required by state or 
federal law, and deleting obsolete provisions relating to revising, 
digesting and publishing ordinance? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 13 
 

SHALL ARTICLE III, SECTION 23 AND ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 2 AND 8 OF THE 
BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING THE CITY MANAGER’S AUTHORITY TO 
APPOINT AND DETERMINE COMPENSATION FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
OF THE CITY BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
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ARTICLE III.  THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

Sec. 23. [Administrative offices and departments].  
 

The City Council shall create and consolidate such appointive offices and may 
divide the administration of the City's affairs into such departments as they may deem 
advisable and may discontinue any such appointive office or department at their 
discretion, except office of City Manager.  

 
ARTICLE IV. THE CITY MANAGER; FINANCES 
 

Sec. 2. Duties generally. 
 

Except as provided in Article III, section 1 of this Charter or other applicable 
law, the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee shall appoint all officers and 
employees of the City. The City Manager shall recommend all appointive officers or 
employees of the City, to the City Council, but all appointments shall be made by the 
Council and should those so recommended or any of them not be appointed by the 
Council, then the Council shall appoint without recommendation. The City Manager 
shall exercise control and supervision over all departments and offices that may be 
created by the City Council or City Manager and all officers and employees appointed 
by himit. He shall attend all meetings of the City Council with the right to take part in 
the discussion, but having no vote. He shall recommend in writing to the City Council 
such measures as he may deem necessary or expedient. He shall keep the City Council 
fully advised as to the financial condition and needs of the City, and perform such other 
duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or which may be required of him by 
ordinance or resolution of the City Council.  

 
The City Manager may create and consolidate appointive officers and positions, 

may divide the administration of the City’s affairs into such departments as he may 
deem advisable, and may discontinue any such appointive officer, position or 
department at his discretion, except the office of the City Manager, City Secretary, 
Deputy City Secretary(ies), Municipal Court Judge, Associate Municipal Court Judge(s), 
City Attorney, and Municipal Court Prosecutor. 
 
Sec. 78. Fixing and determining salaries and wages. 
 

The City Council Manager shall fix and determine the salaries and wages of all 
appointive officers and employees of the City, unless otherwise provided in this Charter, 
and shall provide for the payment thereof.  
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AMENDMENT NO. 13 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 13 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article III, Section 23 and Article IV, Sections 2 and 8 of the 
Brenham City Charter be amended to provide that the City Manager or 
the City Manager’s designee shall appoint and determine the 
compensation of all officers and employees of the City, except for the 
officers and employees whose appointment and compensation are 
determined by the City Council? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 14 
 

SHALL ARTICLE IV, SECTION 2 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING 
THE CITY MANAGER’S AUTHORITY TO CREATE, CONSOLIDATE, AND 
DISCONTINUE APPOINTIVE POSITIONS AND DEPARTMENTS, AS NEEDED, 
WITHIN THE CITY BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 

 
ARTICLE IV. THE CITY MANAGER; FINANCES 
 

Sec. 2. Duties generally. 
 

Except as provided in Article III, section 1 of this Charter or other applicable 
law, the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee shall appoint all officers and 
employees of the City. The City Manager shall recommend all appointive officers or 
employees of the City, to the City Council, but all appointments shall be made by the 
Council and should those so recommended or any of them not be appointed by the 
Council, then the Council shall appoint without recommendation. The City Manager 
shall exercise control and supervision over all departments and offices that may be 
created by the City Council or City Manager and all officers and employees appointed 
by himit. He shall attend all meetings of the City Council with the right to take part in 
the discussion, but having no vote. He shall recommend in writing to the City Council 
such measures as he may deem necessary or expedient. He shall keep the City Council 
fully advised as to the financial condition and needs of the City, and perform such other 
duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or which may be required of him by 
ordinance or resolution of the City Council.  

 
The City Manager may create and consolidate appointive officers and positions, 

may divide the administration of the City’s affairs into such departments as he may 
deem advisable, and may discontinue any such appointive officer, position or 
department at his discretion, except the office of the City Manager, City Secretary, 
Municipal Court Judge, Associate Municipal Court Judge(s) and City Attorney. 
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AMENDMENT NO. 14 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 14 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article IV, Section 2 of the Brenham City Charter be amended to 
authorize the City Manager to create and consolidate appointive 
officers and positions, divide the administration of the City’s affairs 
into such departments as the City Manager may deem advisable, and 
discontinue any such appointive officer, position or department, except 
the offices and positions appointed by the City Council? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 15 
 

SHALL ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 3 AND 4 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING THE CITY MANAGER’S DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITES RELATED 
TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE IV. THE CITY MANAGER; FINANCES 

 
Sec. 3. Preparing and submitting budget; recommendations on administrative 
matters.  
 

The City Manager shall prepare and submit the annual budget on the basis of the 
estimates of the department. He shall make recommendations to the City Council on all 
matters concerning the administration of the City.  
 
Sec. 34. Annual Estimates for budget, publication; digest. 
 

The annual budget of the City shall be prepared by the City Manager based on the 
basis of estimates of each departments. These departmental estimates shall include, 
showing the expenses of the department for the preceding year, and indicateing wherein 
increases or diminutions are recommended for the ensuing year, shall be published one 
time in the official organ of the City of Brenham. The City Manager shall submit make 
up the budget and submit it to the City Council for approval.  
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AMENDMENT NO. 15 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 15 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 
Shall Article IV, Sections 3 and 4 of the Brenham City Charter be 
amended to clarify the City Manager’s duties and responsibilities 
related to the annual budget process? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 16 
 

SHALL ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 1 AND 2 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING BOND ISSUANCE AND THE INVESTMENT OF BOND PROCEEDS BE 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE V. IMPROVEMENT BONDS 
 

Sec. 1. Purpose.  
 

The City shall have the right and power to borrow money upon the credit of the 
City and to issue bonds of the City therefor, in such sum or sums as may be deemed 
expedient, for the purpose of improving the streets, purchasing or constructing sewers, 
erecting and maintaining public buildings of every kind and for purchasing or 
constructing waterworks and gas plants and systems and for the purpose of purchasing, 
erecting, maintaining and operating an electric light and power plant and such other 
public utilities as the governing authority may, from time to time, deem expedient, and 
for any other purpose authorized by State law.  
 
Sec. 2. Specifying purpose; sale; interest and sinking fund.  
 

All bonds shall specify for what purpose they are issued, and shall be sold for 
cash. When any bonds are issued by the City a fund shall be provided to pay the interest 
on those bonds and create a sinking fund to redeem said bonds. Said fund shall not be 
diverted or drawn upon for any other purpose, and the custodian of the funds of the City 
shall honor no drafts upon said fund except to pay interest upon or redeem the bonds for 
which it was provided. The City shall have the power to invest said sinking funds in 
securities secured by the pledge of United States Bonds or Federal Agency Bonds, Texas 
State or County Bonds, or Bonds of the City of Brenham, or other municipality, or any 
school district, or any other investment authorized by State law.  
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AMENDMENT NO. 16 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 16 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 
Shall Article V, Sections 1 and 2 of the Brenham City Charter be 
amended to allow bonds to be issued by the City for any purpose as 
authorized by state law, and to authorize the City to invest bond 
proceeds as allowed by state law? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 17 
 

SHALL ARTICLE VI, SECTION 6 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING 
THE CITY’S AUTHORITY TO LEVY AND COLLECT FRANCHISE TAXES BE 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE VI. TAXATION 

 
Sec. 46. Franchise tax; corporation tax. 
 

The City shall have the power, annually, to levy and collect a franchise tax against 
any corporation or other legal entity using and occupying the public streets or grounds of 
the City, separately from the tangible property of such corporation or other legal entity, 
and to levy and collect, annually, upon the property and shares of corporations, 
companies and corporate institutions, as the same are now or may be assessed by the 
State laws and shall have full power to enforce the collection of such taxes. 

 
AMENDMENT NO. 17 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 17 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article VI, Section 6 of the Brenham City Charter be amended to 
clarify that in addition to corporations, as is currently provided in 
Section 6, that the City of Brenham may levy and collect a franchise 
tax against any other legal entity using and occupying the public streets 
or grounds of the City? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 18 
 

SHALL ARTICLE VII, SECTION 4 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER REGARDING 
PERIODIC REVIEW OF THE CHARTER BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 

 
Sec. 4. Amending Charter. 
 

This Charter, after adoption, may be amended in accordance with the provisions 
of an Act of the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Texas, entitled, "AN ACT 
AUTHORIZING CITIES HAVING MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND 
INHABITANTS, BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF SAID 
CITY, AT AN ELECTION HELD FOR THAT PURPOSE, TO ADOPT AND AMEND 
THEIR CHARTERS", etc., approved April 7, 1913, and any acts amendatory thereto 
applicable state law, as amended. 

 
Amendments to this Charter shall be framed and submitted to the voters of the 

city in the manner provided by Chapter 13 of Title 28 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
Texas, 1925, as now or hereafter amended.This Charter shall be reviewed not less than 
two (2) years, nor more than five (5) years, from the date of the previous charter 
amendment election. 

 
The City Council may, without approval of the voters, adopt an ordinance that 

makes the following non-substantive formatting and correcting revisions to the Charter: 
 
1. Renumbering, revising titles, and rearranging parts thereof. 
2. Correcting errors in spelling, grammar, cross-references and 

punctuation.Revising language to reflect modern usage and styl. 
 

A formatting or correcting revision adopted by ordinance under this Section is not 
intended to and is not to be interpreted as making any substantive changes in any Charter 
provision. 

 
AMENDMENT NO. 18 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 18 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article VII, Section 4 of the Brenham City Charter be amended 
by requiring periodic review of the Charter by the City Council or its 
designee and allowing the City Council, by ordinance, to make non-
substantive changes to the Charter limited to renumbering, revising 
titles, rearranging parts thereof, and correcting errors in spelling, 
grammar, cross-references and punctuation? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 19 

 
SHALL ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 6 AND 7 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING WARD BOUNDARIES AND DESCRIPTIONS BE AMENDED AS 
FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 
 

Sec. 6. Wards--Described.  
 

The City of Brenham, Texas, shall and is hereby divided into four (4) wards and 
boundaries established and described as follows:  

 
First Ward: All that territory within the corporate limits of the City of Brenham lying 

west of F.M. 2935 to intersection with Horton Street; north of Horton from 
F.M. 2935 to intersection with North Park Street; west of North Park Street 
from Horton Street to intersection with West Academy Street; north of West 
Academy Street from North Park Street to intersection with Rippetoe Street; 
east of Rippetoe Street from West Academy Street to line even with Pleasant 
View Avenue; north of line even with Pleasant View Avenue to intersection 
with Burleson Street; east of Burleson Street from Pleasant View Avenue to 
intersection with Floral Street; north of Floral Street from Burleson Street to 
intersection with Rivers Street; east of Rivers Street from Floral Street to 
intersection with Matchett Street; north of Matchett Street from Rivers Street 
to intersection with Hillside Drive; west of Hillside Drive from Matchett 
Street to intersection with Hillside Drive South; west of Hillside Drive South 
from Hillside Drive to intersection with Jefferson Street; south of Jefferson 
Street from Hillside Drive South to intersection with Baber Street; East of 
Baber Street from Jefferson Street to intersection with Jefferson Street; south 
of Jefferson Street from Baber Street to intersection with North Austin Street; 
west of North Austin Street from Jefferson Street to intersection with Vulcan 
Street; south of Vulcan Street from North Austin Street to intersection with 
North Baylor Street; west of North Baylor Street from Vulcan Street to 
intersection with East Alamo Street; south of East Alamo Street from South 
Baylor Street to intersection with Market Street; west of Market Street from 
East Alamo Street to intersection with Germania Street; north of Germania 
Street from Market Street to intersection with Austin Street; east of Austin 
Street from Germania Street to intersection with Third Street; north of Third 
Street from Austin Street to intersection with Key Street; east of Key Street 
from Third Street to intersection with Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, 
running east and west; north of Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, running east 
and west from Key Street to city limit line.  
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Second Ward: All that territory within the corporate limits of the City of Brenham 

lying east of F.M. 2935 from the corporate limits to intersection with Horton 
Street; south of Horton Street from F.M. 2935 to intersection with North Park 
Street; east of North Park Street from Horton Street to intersection with West 
Academy Street; south of West Academy Street from North Park Street to 
intersection with Rippetoe Street; west of Rippetoe Street from West 
Academy Street to line even with Pleasant View Avenue; south of line even 
with Pleasant View Avenue to intersection with Burleson Street; west of 
Burleson Street from Pleasant View Avenue to intersection with Floral Street; 
south of Floral Street from Burleson Street to intersection with Rivers Street; 
west of Rivers Street from Floral Street to intersection with Matchett Street; 
south of Matchett Street from Rivers Street to intersection with Hillside Drive; 
east of Hillside Drive from Matchett Street to intersection with Hillside Drive 
South; east of Hillside Drive South from Hillside Drive to intersection with 
Jefferson Street; north of Jefferson Street from Hillside Drive South to 
intersection with Baber Street; west of Baber Street from Jefferson Street to 
intersection with Jefferson Street; north of Jefferson Street from Baber Street 
to intersection with North Austin Street; east of North Austin Street from 
Jefferson Street to intersection with Vulcan Street; north of Vulcan Street 
from North Austin Street to intersection with North Baylor Street; east of 
North Baylor Street from Vulcan Street to intersection with East Alamo 
Street; north of East Alamo Street from South Baylor Street to intersection 
with Market Street; east of Market Street from East Alamo Street to 
intersection with Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, running east and west; 
north of Southern Pacific Railroad tracks running east and west, to city limit 
line.  

 
Third Ward: All that territory within the corporate limits of the City of Brenham, 

lying east of State Highway 36 and South Day Street from city limit line to 
intersection with Bryan Street; south of Bryan Street from South Day Street to 
intersection with Baylor Street; east of Baylor Street from Bryan Street to 
intersection with Lubbock Street; south of Lubbock Street from Baylor Street 
to intersection with Market Street; east of Market Street from Lubbock Street 
to intersection with Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, running east and west; 
south of Southern Pacific Railroad tracks, running east and west, to city limit 
line. (Also included is area south from Highway 290 Loop South on Highway 
36 to the Brenham State School and including the boundaries of the state 
school that are within the city limits of the City of Brenham.)  
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Fourth Ward: All that territory within the corporate limits of the City of Brenham 
lying west of South Day Street from its intersection with Highway 290 Loop, 
being the corporate limit at that point, to intersection with Bryan Street; north 
of Bryan Street from South Day Street to intersection with Baylor Street; west 
of Baylor Street from Bryan Street to intersection with Lubbock Street; north 
of Lubbock Street from Baylor Street to intersection with Market Street; west 
of Market Street from Lubbock Street to intersection with Germania Street; 
south of Germania Street from Market Street to intersection with Austin 
Street; west of Austin Street from Germania Street to intersection with Third 
Street; south of Third Street from Austin Street to intersection with Key 
Street; west of Key Street from Third Street to intersection with Southern 
Pacific Railroad tracks, running east and west, south of Southern Pacific 
Railroad tracks, running east and west, from Key Street to city limit line.  

 
Sec. 67. Establishment of Wards: Same—P Purpose. 
 

The City shall be is divided and established into four (4) wards, having 
boundaries described by ordinance for the purpose of securing a more equal distribution 
of representation on the City Council by the people of the whole City. Newly annexed 
territory shall be added to the adjacent Ward as City Council may provide. No person 
shall be a candidate for Councilmember from any ward of the City unless he shall have 
been, for twelve (12) months preceding the date of the election at which he is a candidate, 
a resident of the ward represented by the office to which he aspires, and must possess the 
other qualifications as prescribed in this Charter; provided, however, that the 
qualifications as to residence in any one ward shall not apply to the Mayor or at-large 
Councilmembers. Any candidate, Mayor or Councilmember who during his candidacy or 
term of office moves his place of residence from the city or the ward in which he 
represents ipso facto forfeits his right to such office.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 19 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 19 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 
Shall Article VII, Sections 6 and 7 of the Brenham City Charter be 
amended by the deletion of the obsolete and inaccurate City Council 
ward boundary descriptions, and clarifying that the four (4) ward 
boundaries shall be established by ordinance? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 20 
 

SHALL ARTICLE VII, SECTION 14 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING LIABILITY AND NOTICE OF CLAIMS BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 

 
Sec. 124. Liability to damage claims. 
 

Before the City of Brenham shall be liable for damages of any kind, the person 
injured or the owner of the damaged property, or someone in his behalf shall give the 
Mayor or City Councilmembers notice in writing of such injury or damage within ninety 
(90) days, or within six (6) months for good cause shown, after the same has been 
received,  stating specifically in such notice when, where and how the injury or damage 
occurred and the extent thereof. Failure to notify the Mayor or City Councilmembers 
within the time and manner specified herein shall exonerate, excuse and exempt the City 
from any liability whatsoever. Further, this section shall not apply to the taking, 
damaging or destruction of property as guaranteed and covered by Section 17 of Article 1 
of the Constitution of Texas. The City of Brenham shall never be liable on account of any 
damage or injury to person or property arising from or occasioned by any defect in any 
public street, highway or grounds, or any public work of the City unless the specified 
defect causing damage or injury shall have been actually known to the Mayor or some 
other member of the City Council by personal inspection for a period of at least twenty-
four (24) hours prior to the occurrence of the injury or damage, or unless the attention of 
the Mayor of [or] a member of the City Council shall have been called thereto by notice 
thereof in writing at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the occurrence of the injury or 
damage, nor further unless in either case proper diligence has not been used to rectify the 
defect after it is actually known by or called to the attention of the Mayor or a member of 
the City Council, as aforesaid.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 20 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 20 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 
Shall Article VII, Section 14 of the Brenham City Charter be amended 
by revising the liability and notice of claim provisions to clarify 
procedures regarding notifying the City of Brenham of claims for 
damages, and making said provisions consistent with current law? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 21 
 

SHALL ARTICLE VII, SECTION 15 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING THE CITY’S DEPOSITORY BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 

 
Sec. 135. City depository; City Treasurer. 
 

The City Council shall designate a bank in the City of Brenham as the City 
depository, which shall be selected for a period not to exceed of two five (5) (2) years., 
and the bank in the City of Brenham which shall bid the highest rate of interest on the 
average daily balance shall be selected. The City depository herein provided for shall 
appoint one of its officials who shall perform the duties of City Treasurer without pay. 
Said Treasurer shall give such bond as may be required by the City Council from time to 
time; and such bond shall be procured from some regularly accredited surety company, 
the premiums to be paid by the City of Brenham. The City Council shall have the right to 
reject any and all bidsapplications offered as City depository. In case the City Council 
should reject any and all bids offered and no other bids should be submitted, then in that 
event, the City Council shall designate some appointive officer of the City who shall 
perform the duties of City Treasurer without extra compensation.  

 
AMENDMENT NO. 21 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 21 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article VII, Section 15 of the Brenham City Charter be amended 
by providing that the City of Brenham may designate a bank or other 
financial institution as the City depository in accordance with 
applicable state law, allowing the City to enter into a depository 
contract for a term of up to five (5) years, and deleting obsolete 
provisions related to the City Treasurer position? 
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AMENDMENT NO. 22 
 

SHALL ARTICLE VII, SECTION 17 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING MUNICIPAL COURT BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 
 

Sec. 147. Court. 
 

The City Council shall establish and provide for a court for the trial of 
misdemeanor offenses, known as the "Corporation [Municipal] Court" with such powers 
and duties as are defined and prescribed in an Act of the Legislature of the State of Texas 
and any acts amendatory thereof, entitled, "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AND CREATE 
IN EACH OF THE CITIES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES OF THIS STATE A COURT 
TO BE KNOWN AS THE CORPORATION COURT, IN EACH CITY, TOWN AND 
VILLAGE, AND TO PRESCRIBE THE JURISDICTION AND ORGANIZATION 
THEREOF AND TO ABOLISH MUNICIPAL COURTS," said Act being Title 22, 
Chapter 5, Articles 903 to 922 inclusive. Vernon-Sayles Texas Civil Statutes 1914.  

 
The City Council shall provide for the qualifications and term of office of the 

Municipal Judge and any Associate Municipal Judge(s), and the Mayor may serve as a 
municipal judge in the absence or unavailability of the appointed Municipal Judge.  

The City Council shall establish and provide for a court, designated as the 
“mMunicipal cCourt” for the trial of misdemeanor offenses, with all such jurisdiction, 
powers and duties as are now, or may hereafter be prescribed by laws of the State of 
Texas relative to municipal courts. 

 
The Municipal Court shall be presided over by a Magistrate who shall be known 

as the Judge of the Municipal Court. The City Council shall provide for the qualifications 
of the Judge and any Associate Municipal Judge(s). The jJudge and any aAssociate 
jJudge(s) of said court shall be appointed by the City Council to serve at the discretion of 
the Councilfor a term of office of two (2) years; however, they shall be removable at any 
time, with or without cause, by a majority vote of the City Council.  Any such judge shall 
be an attorney licensed by the State of Texas and shall receive such salarycompensation 
as may be fixeddetermined by the City Council.  In the event thea judge is temporarily 
unable to act for any reason, the Mayor shall appoint a qualified person to temporarily act 
in the judge’s place. In the event a vacancy exists in the office of Judge or Associate 
Judge for any reason, the City Council, by majority vote, shall appoint a qualified person 
fill such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term of office. 
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There shall be a mMunicipal cClerk of said court appointed by the City Manager.  
The cClerk of said cCourt shall have the power to administer oaths and affidavits, make 
certificates, affix the seal of said court thereto, and generally do and perform any and all 
acts necessary in issuing process of said Court and conducting the business thereof.  
There may be such Deputy Clerks of the Municipal Court as may be authorized and 
appointed by the City Manager, which Deputy Clerks shall have authority to act for and 
on behalf of the Clerk of the Municipal Court. Said Municipal Court Clerk and Deputy 
Clerks shall receive such compensation as may be determined by the City Manager. 

 
There shall also be an attorney appointed by the City Council to serve as the 

prosecutor in mMunicipal cCourt, and said prosecutor shall receive such compensation as 
may be determined by the City Council. 

 
AMENDMENT NO. 22 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 22 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

Shall Article VII, Section 17 be amended by clarifying the 
establishment, jurisdiction and operations of the City of Brenham 
Municipal Court, and providing for the appointment, qualifications, 
terms of office, powers, duties and compensation of Municipal Court 
officials and personnel? 

 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 23 
 

SHALL ARTICLE VII, SECTION 21 OF THE BRENHAM CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING PURCHASING BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS? 
 
ARTICLE VII. MISCELLANOUS PROVISIONS 
 

Sec. 217. [Purchasing requirementspower; competitive bids; competitive proposals.] 
 
 (a) Purchasing power. The City Manager or his designee shall obtain sealed 

written competitive bids or competitive proposals for contractual purchases 
exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), except for exempted procurements 
as provided by State law. Newspaper advertisement of the bid or proposal shall 
be provided to the public at least fourteen (14) days prior to award of contract. 
 

 (b) Competitive bids. The award of a sealed bid must be made according to the 
terms of the bid by City Council to the lowest responsible bidder. The City 
Council may waive any irregularities or omissions in any bid and may reject any 
and all bids. 
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 (c) Competitive proposals. The City Council may solicit competitive proposals for 

high technology procurements, conduct discussions with vendors, and allow 
modifications of proposals with equal treatment for all vendors.  

 
 
The City shall observe and comply with all applicable purchasing and 

procurement laws when expending City funds. 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 23 SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT IN THE FORM OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROPOSITION:  

 
PROPOSITION NO. 23 

 
 

  YES 
 

  NO 
 

 
Shall Article VII, Section 21 by amended by requiring the City of 
Brenham to comply with applicable purchasing and procurement laws 
when expending City funds? 

 
 

SECTION 2. 
SAVINGS CLAUSE 

 
All provisions of any ordinance, resolution or other action of the City in conflict with this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent they are in conflict. Any remaining portions of said 
ordinances, resolutions or other actions shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 

SECTION 3. 
SEVERABILITY 

 
Should any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance be declared 

unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, it is expressly provided that any 
and all remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have passed this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, 
sentences and clauses and phrases remaining should any provision be declared unconstitutional 
or invalid. 
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SECTION 4. 
REPEALER 

 
Any other ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby 

expressly repealed. 
 
 

SECTION 5. 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption and publication as required by law. 

 

 

SECTION 6. 
PROPER NOTICE AND MEETINGS 

 
It is hereby officially found and determined that the meetings at which this Ordinance 

was passed were open to the public as required and that public notice of the time, place and 
purpose of said meetings were given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the 
Texas Government Code. 
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READ, PASSED AND APPROVED on its first reading as outlined below at the 

meeting of the City Council of the City of Brenham, Texas, held on the ____ day of 
____________________, 2015. 

 
 Mayor Milton Y. Tate, Jr ________ 
 Mayor Pro Tem Gloria Nix ________ 
 Councilmember Andrew Ebel ________ 
 Councilmember Danny Goss ________ 
 Councilmember Keith Herring ________ 
 Councilmember Mary Barnes-Tilley ________ 
 Councilmember Weldon Williams ________ 

 
 

SECOND READING: 
 

READ, PASSED AND APPROVED on its second reading as outlined below at the 
meeting of the City Council of the City of Brenham, Texas, held on the ____ day of 
____________________, 2015. 

 
 Mayor Milton Y. Tate, Jr ________ 
 Mayor Pro Tem Gloria Nix ________ 
 Councilmember Andrew Ebel ________ 
 Councilmember Danny Goss ________ 
 Councilmember Keith Herring ________ 
 Councilmember Mary Barnes-Tilley ________ 
 Councilmember Weldon Williams ________ 
 
 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Milton Y. Tate, Jr. 
 Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Jeana Bellinger, TRMC 
City Secretary 
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